
From: Silbaugh, Katharine
To: Susan Albright
Cc: aldermanalbright@gmail.com
Subject: Re: NFG URGENT ACTION ITEM!
Date: Tuesday, July 8, 2025 4:04:41 PM

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Wonderful! Thank you so much. Please spread around with other Newton supporters.
Sent from a handheld device

On Jul 8, 2025, at 2:59 PM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

I signed up!
I’ll be driving up from the Cape on Monday morning.
 
susan
 

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Date: Tuesday, July 8, 2025 at 2:25 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>, aldermanalbright@gmail.com
<aldermanalbright@gmail.com>
Subject: FW: NFG URGENT ACTION ITEM!

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Hi Susan -- I don’t know whether your Newton email address still works but you
were so instrumental in passing NFG in Newton, and I hoped you’d sign up to testify
(in person or online) for next Monday’s hearing on Statewide NFG at the state
house. The deadline for online is tomorrow. Info below. Best, Kate.

Subject: NFG URGENT ACTION ITEM!

Calling all MA NFG supporters: PLEASE sign up to testify at the MA legislatures first hearing on
NFG (top 2 bills in this list). Sign up by Thursday of THIS week to testify online. Letters also
accepted. THIS IS THE HIGHEST PRIORITY to show STRONG AND WIDESPREAD SUPPORT. Best—
Kate.
 
Hearing Notice - Joint Committee on Public Health - July 14th @ 1PM
 

               
                 The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

                       JOINT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH
                                 STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133                                

 



 
                                          Joint Committee on Public Health

 
Representative                                                                                              Senator

       Marjorie C. Decker                                                                               William Driscoll, Jr.
      Room 130, State House                                                                       Room 507, State

House
        TEL. (617) 722-2130                                                                                       TEL. (617) 722-

1643
 

 
    NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

 
Date of Hearing: Monday, July 14, 2025
Time: 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Location: A1
 
The Joint Committee on Public Health will conduct a hybrid public hearing in
Hearing Room A1 on July 14, 2025, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on bills relating to
children’s health, tobacco, health information technology and professional
licensure and scope of practice.
 
Individuals testifying should limit their remarks to 3 minutes. All panels should limit
their testimony to a total of 6 minutes.
 
Please be advised that all written testimony submitted will be read by
Committee Members and staff and may be made publicly available at the
discretion of the Chairs. The committee may limit availability or redact testimony
that includes sensitive personal information or information that may jeopardize the
health, wellness, or safety of the testifier or others. 
 
All matters filed in the House that are listed below are required to be reported on by
September 8, 2025, subject to extensions consistent with House Rule 27.
 
The Committee will accept written and oral testimony in-person and virtually on the
following bills:       
 

Bill Number Bill Title Bill Sponsor

H2562 An Act to create a nicotine free generation Vitolo, Tommy
(HOU)

S1568 An Act to create a nicotine free generation Lewis, Jason M.



(SEN)

H2552 An Act relative to student heart health Vargas, Andres X.
(HOU)

H2538 An Act establishing a fetal alcohol spectrum
disorders program

Sena, Danillo A.
(HOU)

H2526 An Act relative to the provision and administration
of bronchodilators, spacers, and nebulizers in
schools

Roy, Jeffrey N.
(HOU)

H2520 An Act relative to improving asthma in schools Rogers, David M.
(HOU)

H2495 An Act relative to LSDs (Lysosomal Storage
Disorders) in infants

McKenna, Joseph
D. (HOU)

S1530 An Act improving newborn screening tests Fattman, Ryan C.
(SEN)

H2485 An Act concerning the cardiac health of children
and student athletes

Livingstone, Jay D.
(HOU)

H2482 An Act to ban internet tobacco sales Linksy, David Paul
(HOU)

H2481 An Act prohibiting the sale of dextromethorphan to
minors

Linsky, David Paul
(HOU)

S1617 An Act prohibiting the sale of dextromethorphan to
minors

Rausch, Rebecca
L. (SEN)

H2468 An Act for healthy kids, healthy futures Kilcoyne, Meghan
K. (HOU)

S1571 An Act for healthy kids, healthy futures Lewis, Jason M.
(SEN)

H2443 An Act to protect little lungs Hawkins, James K.
(HOU)

H2434 An Act improving pediatric cancer research Giannino, Jessica
Ann (HOU)

S1602 An Act improving pediatric cancer research O’Connor, Patrick
M. (SEN)



H2430 An Act including Krabbe Disease in newborn
screening

Garry, Colleen M.
(HOU)

H2419 An Act relative to local boards of health and the
sale of legal tobacco products in the
Commonwealth

Frost, Paul K.
(HOU)

H2379 An Act relative to tobacco harm-reduction Cahill, Daniel
(HOU)

S1498 An Act relative to tobacco harm-reduction Cronin, John J.
(SEN)

H2361 An Act relative to ensuring quality healthcare for
children

Arena-DeRosa,
James C. (HOU)

S1636 An Act ensuring safer and secure communications
with radiation limits through the Massachusetts
Broadband Institute

Velis, John C.
(SEN)

S1631 An Act relative to sudden cardiac arrest awareness Velis, John C.
(SEN)

S1624 An Act relative to personal health information
portability and accessibility

Tarr, Bruce E.
(SEN)

S1593 An Act supporting school-based substance use
prevention through evidence-based positive social
norms marketing

O’Connor, Patrick
M. (SEN)

S1586 An Act relative to smoking cessation agents Moore, Michael O.
(SEN)

S1573 An Act relative to newborn screenings for
congenital cytomegalovirus

Lovely, Joan B.
(SEN)

S1567 An Act to protect youth from the harms of tobacco
and e-cigarette products

Lewis, Jason M.
(SEN)

S1554 An Act to reduce lung cancer deaths Keenan, John F.
(SEN)

S1553 An Act relative to the determination of need of new
technology

Keenan, John F.
(SEN)

S1552 An Act relative to expanding the newborn screening
panel

Keenan, John F.
(SEN)

S1528 An Act repealing the state menthol ban Fattman, Ryan C.



(SEN)

S1507 An Act regarding the pediatric palliative care
program

DiDomenico, Sal
N. (SEN)

S1492 An Act relative to newborn infant safe sleep
practices

Crighton, Brendan
P. (SEN)

H2514 An Act relative to the definition of disclosure,
apology and early offer programs

Plouffe, Bridget
(HOU)

H2480 An Act regarding registered nurse first assistants Linsky, David Paul
(HOU)

H1400 An Act relative to maintenance of certification Philips, Edward R.
(HOU)

H2407 An Act relative to the definition of podiatry Donato, Paul J.
(HOU)

S1510 An Act relative to the definition of podiatry Dooner, Kelly A.
(SEN)

S1542 An Act relative to the definition of podiatry Friedman, Cindy
F. (SEN)

H2470 An Act relative to the continuing education of
podiatrists

Kushmerek,
Michael P. (HOU)

S247 An Act relative to the continuing education of
podiatrists

Keenan, John F.
(SEN)

H2380 An Act relative to updating the licensure of
optometrists

Chan, Tackey
(HOU)

S1592 An Act relative to updating the licensure of
optometrists

Moore, Michael O.
(SEN)

 

***INSTRUCTIONS FOR REGISTRATION / TESTIMONY***

LINK TO PRE-REGISTER TO TESTIFY: Persons who wish to testify in person or
virtually or submit written testimony may do so by completing this form
linked here (https://forms.gle/YUTcgm9wxnehNtnR7)

DEADLINE TO PRE-REGISTER: Persons planning to testify virtually must sign up no
later than 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 10, 2025. Individuals and groups testifying in
person are strongly encouraged to register using the form above prior to the



deadline. Registration by the deadline is required for those who wish to testify
virtually during the live hearing and encouraged for those who wish to testify in
person. Persons who do not have a Google account or do not wish to use the
Google form can submit testimony and/or sign up to testify by
emailing JointCommittee.PublicHealth@malegislature.gov. Please indicate
whether you plan to testify in person or virtually. Participants who indicate that they
plan to testify virtually will receive an invitation to the hearing with instructions via
email after the deadline closes.

SAME DAY SIGN-UP FOR IN-PERSON TESTIMONY ONLY – IF TIME
ALLOWS: Individuals who miss the deadline to pre-register for testimony may
appear on the day of the hearing and sign-up to speak in person on forms provided
by committee staff outside of the hearing room. Time permitting, when all pre-
registered individuals have been called to testify, the Chairs will then call any
individuals who sign-up on the day of the hearing.

WRITTEN TESTIMONY: If you would like to provide written testimony, please
include the bill number in the subject line of the email, as well as your name,
address, phone number, and organization, if any, on the submitted testimony.
Written testimony is encouraged and will continue to be accepted after the hearing
until the relevant bill is acted upon. Such testimony may be submitted via email
to JointCommittee.PublicHealth@malegislature.gov or physically mailed to the
House Chair:

Chair Marjorie C. Decker

Joint Committee on Public Health

ATTN: Ramla Hagi

24 Beacon St., Room 130

Boston, MA 02133

 
Please include "Public Health Committee Testimony, [Relevant Bill Number]" in the
subject line of the email. Those who plan to submit only written testimony may do
so before or after the signup deadline.

ORDER OF TESTIMONY: The Chairs, at their discretion, will determine the order of
testimony during the course of the hearing. It is the responsibility of the individuals
registered to testify to be prepared to speak when called upon by the Chairs. In the
event that an individual is called by the Chairs and that person is not logged into the
Teams platform, the Chairs will move on and call the next individual or panel.
 
This hearing will be recorded and archived for later viewing. Those who do not plan
to testify but want to watch the public hearing may view the livestream under the



Hearings & Events section of the legislative website.
 
If you have any questions, you may
email Ramla.Hagi@mahouse.gov and Matthew.Murphy@masenate.gov.

 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Matt Murphy, J.D. 
Legislative Director
Office of Senator Bill Driscoll Jr.
E: matthew.murphy@masenate.gov
P: 617-722-1643
 
 
Sent from a handheld device

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept confidential. 



From: Susan Albright
To: Silbaugh, Katharine; aldermanalbright@gmail.com
Subject: Re: NFG URGENT ACTION ITEM!
Date: Tuesday, July 8, 2025 2:59:17 PM

I signed up!
I’ll be driving up from the Cape on Monday morning.
 
susan
 

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Date: Tuesday, July 8, 2025 at 2:25 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>, aldermanalbright@gmail.com
<aldermanalbright@gmail.com>
Subject: FW: NFG URGENT ACTION ITEM!

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Hi Susan -- I don’t know whether your Newton email address still works but you were so
instrumental in passing NFG in Newton, and I hoped you’d sign up to testify (in person or
online) for next Monday’s hearing on Statewide NFG at the state house. The deadline for
online is tomorrow. Info below. Best, Kate.

Subject: NFG URGENT ACTION ITEM!

Calling all MA NFG supporters: PLEASE sign up to testify at the MA legislatures first hearing on NFG
(top 2 bills in this list). Sign up by Thursday of THIS week to testify online. Letters also accepted. THIS
IS THE HIGHEST PRIORITY to show STRONG AND WIDESPREAD SUPPORT. Best—Kate.
 
Hearing Notice - Joint Committee on Public Health - July 14th @ 1PM
 

               
                 The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

                       JOINT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH
                                 STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133                                

 
 

                                          Joint Committee on Public Health
 

Representative                                                                                              Senator
       Marjorie C. Decker                                                                               William Driscoll, Jr.

      Room 130, State House                                                                       Room 507, State House
        TEL. (617) 722-2130                                                                                       TEL. (617) 722-1643

 



 
    NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

 
Date of Hearing: Monday, July 14, 2025
Time: 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Location: A1
 
The Joint Committee on Public Health will conduct a hybrid public hearing in Hearing
Room A1 on July 14, 2025, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on bills relating to children’s
health, tobacco, health information technology and professional licensure and scope of
practice.
 
Individuals testifying should limit their remarks to 3 minutes. All panels should limit their
testimony to a total of 6 minutes.
 
Please be advised that all written testimony submitted will be read by Committee
Members and staff and may be made publicly available at the discretion of the
Chairs. The committee may limit availability or redact testimony that includes sensitive
personal information or information that may jeopardize the health, wellness, or safety of
the testifier or others. 
 
All matters filed in the House that are listed below are required to be reported on by
September 8, 2025, subject to extensions consistent with House Rule 27.
 
The Committee will accept written and oral testimony in-person and virtually on the
following bills:       
 

Bill Number Bill Title Bill Sponsor

H2562 An Act to create a nicotine free generation Vitolo, Tommy
(HOU)

S1568 An Act to create a nicotine free generation Lewis, Jason M.
(SEN)

H2552 An Act relative to student heart health Vargas, Andres X.
(HOU)

H2538 An Act establishing a fetal alcohol spectrum
disorders program

Sena, Danillo A.
(HOU)



H2526 An Act relative to the provision and administration
of bronchodilators, spacers, and nebulizers in
schools

Roy, Jeffrey N.
(HOU)

H2520 An Act relative to improving asthma in schools Rogers, David M.
(HOU)

H2495 An Act relative to LSDs (Lysosomal Storage
Disorders) in infants

McKenna, Joseph
D. (HOU)

S1530 An Act improving newborn screening tests Fattman, Ryan C.
(SEN)

H2485 An Act concerning the cardiac health of children
and student athletes

Livingstone, Jay D.
(HOU)

H2482 An Act to ban internet tobacco sales Linksy, David Paul
(HOU)

H2481 An Act prohibiting the sale of dextromethorphan to
minors

Linsky, David Paul
(HOU)

S1617 An Act prohibiting the sale of dextromethorphan to
minors

Rausch, Rebecca
L. (SEN)

H2468 An Act for healthy kids, healthy futures Kilcoyne, Meghan
K. (HOU)

S1571 An Act for healthy kids, healthy futures Lewis, Jason M.
(SEN)

H2443 An Act to protect little lungs Hawkins, James K.
(HOU)

H2434 An Act improving pediatric cancer research Giannino, Jessica
Ann (HOU)

S1602 An Act improving pediatric cancer research O’Connor, Patrick
M. (SEN)

H2430 An Act including Krabbe Disease in newborn
screening

Garry, Colleen M.
(HOU)

H2419 An Act relative to local boards of health and the Frost, Paul K.



sale of legal tobacco products in the
Commonwealth

(HOU)

H2379 An Act relative to tobacco harm-reduction Cahill, Daniel
(HOU)

S1498 An Act relative to tobacco harm-reduction Cronin, John J.
(SEN)

H2361 An Act relative to ensuring quality healthcare for
children

Arena-DeRosa,
James C. (HOU)

S1636 An Act ensuring safer and secure communications
with radiation limits through the Massachusetts
Broadband Institute

Velis, John C.
(SEN)

S1631 An Act relative to sudden cardiac arrest awareness Velis, John C.
(SEN)

S1624 An Act relative to personal health information
portability and accessibility

Tarr, Bruce E.
(SEN)

S1593 An Act supporting school-based substance use
prevention through evidence-based positive social
norms marketing

O’Connor, Patrick
M. (SEN)

S1586 An Act relative to smoking cessation agents Moore, Michael O.
(SEN)

S1573 An Act relative to newborn screenings for
congenital cytomegalovirus

Lovely, Joan B.
(SEN)

S1567 An Act to protect youth from the harms of tobacco
and e-cigarette products

Lewis, Jason M.
(SEN)

S1554 An Act to reduce lung cancer deaths Keenan, John F.
(SEN)

S1553 An Act relative to the determination of need of new
technology

Keenan, John F.
(SEN)

S1552 An Act relative to expanding the newborn screening
panel

Keenan, John F.
(SEN)

S1528 An Act repealing the state menthol ban Fattman, Ryan C.
(SEN)



S1507 An Act regarding the pediatric palliative care
program

DiDomenico, Sal
N. (SEN)

S1492 An Act relative to newborn infant safe sleep
practices

Crighton, Brendan
P. (SEN)

H2514 An Act relative to the definition of disclosure,
apology and early offer programs

Plouffe, Bridget
(HOU)

H2480 An Act regarding registered nurse first assistants Linsky, David Paul
(HOU)

H1400 An Act relative to maintenance of certification Philips, Edward R.
(HOU)

H2407 An Act relative to the definition of podiatry Donato, Paul J.
(HOU)

S1510 An Act relative to the definition of podiatry Dooner, Kelly A.
(SEN)

S1542 An Act relative to the definition of podiatry Friedman, Cindy
F. (SEN)

H2470 An Act relative to the continuing education of
podiatrists

Kushmerek,
Michael P. (HOU)

S247 An Act relative to the continuing education of
podiatrists

Keenan, John F.
(SEN)

H2380 An Act relative to updating the licensure of
optometrists

Chan, Tackey
(HOU)

S1592 An Act relative to updating the licensure of
optometrists

Moore, Michael O.
(SEN)

 

***INSTRUCTIONS FOR REGISTRATION / TESTIMONY***

LINK TO PRE-REGISTER TO TESTIFY: Persons who wish to testify in person or virtually or
submit written testimony may do so by completing this form
linked here (https://forms.gle/YUTcgm9wxnehNtnR7)

DEADLINE TO PRE-REGISTER: Persons planning to testify virtually must sign up no later
than 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 10, 2025. Individuals and groups testifying in person are



strongly encouraged to register using the form above prior to the deadline. Registration
by the deadline is required for those who wish to testify virtually during the live
hearing and encouraged for those who wish to testify in person. Persons who do not have
a Google account or do not wish to use the Google form can submit testimony and/or sign
up to testify by emailing JointCommittee.PublicHealth@malegislature.gov. Please
indicate whether you plan to testify in person or virtually. Participants who indicate that
they plan to testify virtually will receive an invitation to the hearing with instructions via
email after the deadline closes.

SAME DAY SIGN-UP FOR IN-PERSON TESTIMONY ONLY – IF TIME ALLOWS: Individuals
who miss the deadline to pre-register for testimony may appear on the day of the hearing
and sign-up to speak in person on forms provided by committee staff outside of the
hearing room. Time permitting, when all pre-registered individuals have been called to
testify, the Chairs will then call any individuals who sign-up on the day of the hearing.

WRITTEN TESTIMONY: If you would like to provide written testimony, please include the
bill number in the subject line of the email, as well as your name, address, phone
number, and organization, if any, on the submitted testimony. Written testimony is
encouraged and will continue to be accepted after the hearing until the relevant bill is
acted upon. Such testimony may be submitted via email
to JointCommittee.PublicHealth@malegislature.gov or physically mailed to the House
Chair:

Chair Marjorie C. Decker

Joint Committee on Public Health

ATTN: Ramla Hagi

24 Beacon St., Room 130

Boston, MA 02133

 
Please include "Public Health Committee Testimony, [Relevant Bill Number]" in the
subject line of the email. Those who plan to submit only written testimony may do so
before or after the signup deadline.

ORDER OF TESTIMONY: The Chairs, at their discretion, will determine the order of
testimony during the course of the hearing. It is the responsibility of the individuals
registered to testify to be prepared to speak when called upon by the Chairs. In the event
that an individual is called by the Chairs and that person is not logged into the Teams
platform, the Chairs will move on and call the next individual or panel.
 



This hearing will be recorded and archived for later viewing. Those who do not plan to
testify but want to watch the public hearing may view the livestream under the Hearings &
Events section of the legislative website.
 
If you have any questions, you may
email Ramla.Hagi@mahouse.gov and Matthew.Murphy@masenate.gov.

 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Matt Murphy, J.D. 
Legislative Director
Office of Senator Bill Driscoll Jr.
E: matthew.murphy@masenate.gov
P: 617-722-1643
 
 
Sent from a handheld device



From: Lawrence Perry
To: Reilly Ellis
Cc: Colleen Leger; Sean Leahy; Stacey Lane; Laila McGeorge; Gerard Cody; Chin, Wesley; Wendy Machmuller;

Myers, Abbey; aatkins@norwoodma.gov; Olsen, Lauren; Charlotte Breef-Pilz; Ekman, Diana; Hannah Buckley;
Roland Lankah; gabrielle dean@psbma.org; Kylee Foley; Edward Gilbert; Shin-Yi Lao; Lisa Heyer; Karen
Koretsky; spatton@stoughton-ma.gov; John Kleschinsky; Shemeka Hill; wlouis@baystatecs.org; Patrick St Martin

Subject: Re: Q3 Meeting Next Week
Date: Tuesday, December 30, 2025 10:14:42 AM

You don't often get email from lperry@stoughton-ma.gov. Learn why this is important

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Ironically, the highest number of smoking complaints appear to be from citizens & business
owners opposed to the NFG proposal. 

Larry

On Tue, Dec 30, 2025 at 10:00 AM Reilly Ellis <rellis@brooklinema.gov> wrote:
Hello Metro South-West Tobacco Collaborative,

I hope you all are continuing to have a great Holiday Season! 

I look forward to seeing all of you at our Q3 meeting next Tuesday, January 6th from 10am
to 11am. The address, parking information, and directions on navigating the Arlington
Community Center for those attending in-person are included below for your convenience.

I also wanted to remind my Health Department folks to please be prepared to speak a bit
about the smoking complaints your department receives from residents, even if just to
share that you don't often receive them. Are the complaints mostly around people smoking
in multi-family housing, or general complaints of smoking in public? How do you respond to
these complaints? This can include any smoking and vaping complaints, not just tobacco-
specific instances. 

I hope you all are staying warm, and have a wonderful New Year!

Q3 Physical Location
27 Maple St. Arlington (Arlington Community Center)
A parking lot is behind the building, but fills up quickly. The closest street parking can be
found on Maple St. and Academy St.
Enter the building from the U-shaped drive-way and take the elevator or stairs to the second
floor. There you will find the Health and Human Services conference room.

Thank you all,
Reilly



Reilly Ellis, MPH
(they/them/theirs)

Regional Tobacco Collaborative Coordinator
Arlington, Belmont, Brookline, Newton, Norwood, Randolph, Stoughton, Watertown

Brookline Department of Public Health And Human Services
rellis@brooklinema.gov | (857) 390-4881

-- 

Lawrence Perry

Board of Health Agent & Town Sanitarian

Engineering Department (2nd floor)

10 Pearl Street

Stoughton, MA 02072
781-341-1300 ext. 9271
781-341-1086 FAX

This electronic message is confidential and intended for the named recipient only. Any dissemination, disclosure or
distribution of the contents of this communication is unlawful and prohibited. If you have received this message in error,
please contact by return e-mail or telephone (781) 341-1300 (X9271), and delete the copy you received. Thank you.



From: Lawrence Perry
To: Reilly Ellis
Cc: Colleen Leger; Sean Leahy; Stacey Lane; Laila McGeorge; Gerard Cody; Chin, Wesley; Wendy Machmuller;

Myers, Abbey; aatkins@norwoodma.gov; Olsen, Lauren; Charlotte Breef-Pilz; Ekman, Diana; Hannah Buckley;
Roland Lankah; gabrielle dean@psbma.org; Kylee Foley; Edward Gilbert; Shin-Yi Lao; Lisa Heyer; Karen
Koretsky; spatton@stoughton-ma.gov; John Kleschinsky; Shemeka Hill; wlouis@baystatecs.org; Patrick St Martin

Subject: Re: Q3 Meeting Next Week
Date: Tuesday, December 30, 2025 10:14:41 AM

You don't often get email from lperry@stoughton-ma.gov. Learn why this is important

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Ironically, the highest number of smoking complaints appear to be from citizens & business
owners opposed to the NFG proposal. 

Larry

On Tue, Dec 30, 2025 at 10:00 AM Reilly Ellis <rellis@brooklinema.gov> wrote:
Hello Metro South-West Tobacco Collaborative,

I hope you all are continuing to have a great Holiday Season! 

I look forward to seeing all of you at our Q3 meeting next Tuesday, January 6th from 10am
to 11am. The address, parking information, and directions on navigating the Arlington
Community Center for those attending in-person are included below for your convenience.

I also wanted to remind my Health Department folks to please be prepared to speak a bit
about the smoking complaints your department receives from residents, even if just to
share that you don't often receive them. Are the complaints mostly around people smoking
in multi-family housing, or general complaints of smoking in public? How do you respond to
these complaints? This can include any smoking and vaping complaints, not just tobacco-
specific instances. 

I hope you all are staying warm, and have a wonderful New Year!

Q3 Physical Location
27 Maple St. Arlington (Arlington Community Center)
A parking lot is behind the building, but fills up quickly. The closest street parking can be
found on Maple St. and Academy St.
Enter the building from the U-shaped drive-way and take the elevator or stairs to the second
floor. There you will find the Health and Human Services conference room.

Thank you all,
Reilly



Reilly Ellis, MPH
(they/them/theirs)

Regional Tobacco Collaborative Coordinator
Arlington, Belmont, Brookline, Newton, Norwood, Randolph, Stoughton, Watertown

Brookline Department of Public Health And Human Services
rellis@brooklinema.gov | (857) 390-4881

-- 

Lawrence Perry

Board of Health Agent & Town Sanitarian

Engineering Department (2nd floor)

10 Pearl Street

Stoughton, MA 02072
781-341-1300 ext. 9271
781-341-1086 FAX

This electronic message is confidential and intended for the named recipient only. Any dissemination, disclosure or
distribution of the contents of this communication is unlawful and prohibited. If you have received this message in error,
please contact by return e-mail or telephone (781) 341-1300 (X9271), and delete the copy you received. Thank you.



From: Lawrence Perry
To: Reilly Ellis
Cc: Colleen Leger; Sean Leahy; Stacey Lane; Laila McGeorge; Gerard Cody; Chin, Wesley; Wendy Machmuller;

Myers, Abbey; aatkins@norwoodma.gov; Olsen, Lauren; Charlotte Breef-Pilz; Ekman, Diana; Hannah Buckley;
Roland Lankah; gabrielle dean@psbma.org; Kylee Foley; Edward Gilbert; Shin-Yi Lao; Lisa Heyer; Karen
Koretsky; spatton@stoughton-ma.gov; John Kleschinsky; Shemeka Hill; wlouis@baystatecs.org; Patrick St Martin

Subject: Re: Q3 Meeting Next Week
Date: Tuesday, December 30, 2025 10:14:41 AM

You don't often get email from lperry@stoughton-ma.gov. Learn why this is important

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Ironically, the highest number of smoking complaints appear to be from citizens & business
owners opposed to the NFG proposal. 

Larry

On Tue, Dec 30, 2025 at 10:00 AM Reilly Ellis <rellis@brooklinema.gov> wrote:
Hello Metro South-West Tobacco Collaborative,

I hope you all are continuing to have a great Holiday Season! 

I look forward to seeing all of you at our Q3 meeting next Tuesday, January 6th from 10am
to 11am. The address, parking information, and directions on navigating the Arlington
Community Center for those attending in-person are included below for your convenience.

I also wanted to remind my Health Department folks to please be prepared to speak a bit
about the smoking complaints your department receives from residents, even if just to
share that you don't often receive them. Are the complaints mostly around people smoking
in multi-family housing, or general complaints of smoking in public? How do you respond to
these complaints? This can include any smoking and vaping complaints, not just tobacco-
specific instances. 

I hope you all are staying warm, and have a wonderful New Year!

Q3 Physical Location
27 Maple St. Arlington (Arlington Community Center)
A parking lot is behind the building, but fills up quickly. The closest street parking can be
found on Maple St. and Academy St.
Enter the building from the U-shaped drive-way and take the elevator or stairs to the second
floor. There you will find the Health and Human Services conference room.

Thank you all,
Reilly



Reilly Ellis, MPH
(they/them/theirs)

Regional Tobacco Collaborative Coordinator
Arlington, Belmont, Brookline, Newton, Norwood, Randolph, Stoughton, Watertown

Brookline Department of Public Health And Human Services
rellis@brooklinema.gov | (857) 390-4881

-- 

Lawrence Perry

Board of Health Agent & Town Sanitarian

Engineering Department (2nd floor)

10 Pearl Street

Stoughton, MA 02072
781-341-1300 ext. 9271
781-341-1086 FAX

This electronic message is confidential and intended for the named recipient only. Any dissemination, disclosure or
distribution of the contents of this communication is unlawful and prohibited. If you have received this message in error,
please contact by return e-mail or telephone (781) 341-1300 (X9271), and delete the copy you received. Thank you.



From: Susan Albright
To: Silbaugh, Katharine; anthony ishak
Cc: Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb
Subject: RE: Tobacco-free by-law

The Programs and Services Committee will be voting on this ordinance this Thursday  - june 20th.  Could i interest any of you in writing a letter of support with how it is going in Brookline?

Susan
________________________________

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 8:56:04 PM
To: anthony ishak 
Cc: Susan Albrigh  g @ g >; Katharine Silbaugh Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law 
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring us to 7 communities. 

Sent from a handheld device

 On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak wrote:
 
 

  No update, we continue to add communities that are starting the process. 
 Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes effect by January!
 

  On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:
  
  

   
  Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come back to committee again yet.  the problem is that I chair a different committee that meets at the same time.  We will probably get back to it in the fall.

  I'm on a local radio show tonight that wants to talk about the issue.  Do you have any new approvals to report?

  Susan

  Susan Albright, Newton City Council
  Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2
________________________________

  From: anthony ishak 
  Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11 14 PM
  To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
  Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law 
   

  [DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
  

  
  Hi Susan 
  I was checking in to see if there is an update over the past few weeks. As an update from my side: we met with Chelsea s Board of Health today and they are interested in implementing this idea. Winchester, Malden, Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose have already approved it to take effect January 1, 2025. Reading has their hearing for a vote next week.
  Thanks
  Anthony 

   On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:
   
   

    
   And I thank you for taking the time to join us!    Digitial Letters should be addressed to the Chair of the Programs and Services Committee - Councilor Josh Krintzman.      If  they use this  email address it will go to the whole Council:  citycouncil@newtonma.gov.   The docket number is 149-24.   Snail mail letters can also be sent to Josh -  via Council Clerk of the Programs and Services Committee Jaclyn norton.  The address of city hall is 1000 Commonwealth Ave.  Newton 02459;

   I'm probably not the best spokesman for the  docket item as I don't have the facts and figures at my fingertips - but hopefully common sense will prevail.   We have already heard from several convenience store owners and operators as well as the statewide lobbying group.  

   I was shocked by the comments of Alan Lobovitz  - while he is a new councilor only elected since January - he is a retired pediatrician.   He came down on the right side of the issue but why on earth did he need to ask questions like - how bad can it be to smoke only a few cigarettes  - you would think a pediatrician would know the facts why we need to keep young'uns away from smoking in the first place.

   I'll tell our attorney to share his draft with you all - and if you could review it i'd appreciate that.

   Thanks again for all your help
   Susan

   Susan Albright, Newton City Council
   Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2
________________________________

   From: Anthony Ishak 
   Sent: Wednesday, Apr  ,   
   To: Kate Silbaugh 
   Cc: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
   Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law 
    

   [DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
   

   
   Thanks for the opportunity to attend your meeting and I'm optimistic about Newton joining the NFG movement!
   Can you let us know:
   1. How we can support you?
   2. Where can people send in letters of support? I have colleagues and friends who live in Newton--with children--who would be supportive.
   

   On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 10:13:39 PM EDT, Kate Silbaugh wrote: 

   Hi Susan—

   Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow before 10:30, or 11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m a I’m happy to talk about what the landscape looked like here.

   I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic case for the policy, it’s here if helpful:  
   https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-can-fuel-spread-of-brookline-tobacco-law/ <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url https%3A%2F%2Fcommonwealthbeacon.org%2Fopinion%2Fsjc-can-fuel-spread-of-brookline-tobacco-
law%2F&data 05%7C02%7Csalbright%40newtonma.gov%7C37961c773d8a40a07f6608dc8beb3e8c%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638539089722988257%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata TARUdVZ4JYLg4Il%2BVBc7rwZyGY8TfXJ8LkntLCERdTM%3D&reserved 0> 

   It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow phaseout that gives them years to adapt.

   Best, Kate Silbaugh

   On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony ishak <mailto > wrote:
   

    Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed here.).  
    Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation from today  I have copied Kate Silbaugh who was a primary petitioner with me and Mark Gottlieb from PHAI who provided legal support and a lot of policy knowledge for our bylaw proposal.
    
    I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow evening in support of this bylaw proposal. In addition to our conversation, I’ve included some information below that might be helpful for background.

    I am a Town Meeting Member in the Town of Brookline and was a co-primary petitioner in 2020 for a by-law to phase out tobacco sales by freezing the age of purchase to anyone born before 1/1/2000. This essentially prevents new people from getting addicted without taking away the rights of those already of age and minimizing impact to retailers (many of which are owned by non-white people) since it slowly phases it out allowing them to adjust their business models over years. This might be more politically tolerable as compared to an outright ban (though from a health
perspective the latter would probably be preferred). The concept is known as the Tobacco Free Generation policy and was originally proposed in Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free generation proposal <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url https%3A%2F%2Ftobaccocontrol.bmj.com%2Fcontent%2F22%2Fsuppl_1%2Fi22&data 05%7C02%7Csalbright%40newtonma.gov%7C37961c773d8a40a07f6608dc8beb3e8c%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638539089722997580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata 8ra45AzmAXcHff5P2MC3bSerZkZWESY838NJD5BRs2c%3D&reserved 0> ), but we were the first municipality/country/state to implement it. PHAI at Northeastern
provided pro bono legal support for the Town and the State Judicial Court upheld it last month 9-0 (Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url https%3A%2F%2Fash.org%2Fmassachusetts-supreme-court-upholds-tobacco-free-generation-
law%2F&data 05%7C02%7Csalbright%40newtonma.gov%7C37961c773d8a40a07f6608dc8beb3e8c%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638539089723004338%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata AYg7EpczhzWm%2B9xps4tNyEYivhHj%2B5fKT3VAZWv4PYc%3D&reserved 0> ) essentially opening the gate for other towns to implement this policy. Since the SJC decision Stoneham and Wakefield have implemented it using 1/1/2004 as
their date and Melrose is deliberating it.  
    

    Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is on the radar across the country with Mass leading the way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-tobacco-free-generation-law/ <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url https%3A%2F%2Ftime.com%2F6126252%2Fbrookline-tobacco-free-generation-
law%2F&data 05%7C02%7Csalbright%40newtonma.gov%7C37961c773d8a40a07f6608dc8beb3e8c%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638539089723009963%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata ZlHecHOkOHnuYHB1n4uz3goX%2BhHdMgGFbqyr8VSl2os%3D&reserved 0> 

     On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM, Wendy Machmuller <wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov <mailto:wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov> > wrote:
     
     

      

     Hi Kate and Anthony,

      

     I just received a call from Newton City Council member, Susan Albright. She wanted to speak with someone about “strategies” used to get the warrant article passed [at Town Meeting]. She has a  City Counsel meeting tomorrow night; she just found out it is on the agenda.

      

     I thought she would be best served by speaking with you as the co-petitioners of the article. I didn’t want to give out your contact info without your approval, so here is hers:

      

     Susan Albright

     City counselor

     617-312-7093

      

     Best regards,

      

     Wendy Machmuller

     Brookline Department of Public Health & Human Services

     11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445 <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F11%2BPierce%2BSt.%2C%2BBrookline%2C%2BMA%2B02445%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data 05%7C02%7Csalbright%40newtonma.gov%7C37961c773d8a40a07f6608dc8beb3e8c%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638539089723015803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata m0X4KVAJ4y%2BMXAImaAnWhE4hFM146oT9a5Bn6OK8dZw%3D&reserved 0>

     617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296

     wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov <mailto:wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov>  

      

   When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept confidential. 
   

  When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept confidential. 
  

________________________________________________________________________________
Microsoft Teams Need help? <https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt en-US>  
Join the meeting now <https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTk1MGVkNWItMDQyZi00Y2FiLTg1ZTktZjkyNzYyZDNiMDk5%40thread.v2/0?context %7b%22Tid%22%3a%222a3929e0-ccb5-4fb3-8140-2e2 62c90e96%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2278e608de-f53a-45aa-b00a-8f7961181961%22%7d>  
Meeting ID: 258 845 221 95 
Passcode: PXuutw 
________________________________

For organizers: Meeting options <https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId 78e608de-f53a-45aa-b00a-8f7961181961&tenantId 2a3929e0-ccb5-4fb3-8140-2e2562c90e96&threadId 19_meeting_OTk1MGVkNWItMDQyZi00Y2FiLTg1ZTktZjkyNzYyZDNiMDk5@thread.v2&messageId 0&language en-US>  
________________________________________________________________________________



From: Susan Albright
To: anthony ishak
Cc: Silbaugh, Katharine; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb; Jaclyn Norton
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Thursday, January 9, 2025 8:46:37 AM

Thanks to all of you for your help. Next step full council vote. I’ll start calling people we only
need a majority ie 13 votes. hope to do better than that. you guys were great.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 1:00:06 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>; Katharine Silbaugh <  Mark
Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn Norton <jnorton@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
Yes I will send a letter of support.

On Jun 18, 2024, at 12:19 PM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

Attached is the agenda for the meeting. The Zoom link is in the top 
paragraph.  If you want to send a letter to the Committee you can send it to
the Chair
Josh Krintzman.  You can send it by email via the clerk for that Committee -
Jaclyn Norton.  I've cc'd her on this email so she will know a letter might be
coming

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 4:56 PM
To: anthony ishak <
Cc: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring us to 7 communities.



Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak
<  wrote:

 No update, we continue to add communities that are starting the
process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes effect by
January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come back to
committee again yet.  the problem is that I chair a
different committee that meets at the same time.  We
will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that wants to talk
about the issue.  Do you have any new approvals to
report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure
the content is safe. ]
Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update over the
past few weeks. As an update from my side: we met with
Chelsea‘s Board of Health today and they are interested



in implementing this idea. Winchester, Malden,
Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose have already
approved it to take effect January 1, 2025. Reading has
their hearing for a vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM, Susan
Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

And I thank you for taking the time to join
us!    Digitial Letters should be addressed
to the Chair of the Programs and Services
Committee - Councilor Josh Krintzman.     
If  they use this  email address it will go to
the whole Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov.   The docket
number is 149-24.   Snail mail letters can
also be sent to Josh -  via Council Clerk of
the Programs and Services Committee
Jaclyn norton.  The address of city hall is
1000 Commonwealth Ave.  Newton
02459;

I'm probably not the best spokesman for
the  docket item as I don't have the facts
and figures at my fingertips - but
hopefully common sense will prevail.   We
have already heard from several
convenience store owners and operators
as well as the statewide lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the comments of Alan
Lobovitz  - while he is a new councilor
only elected since January - he is a retired
pediatrician.   He came down on the right
side of the issue but why on earth did he
need to ask questions like - how bad can
it be to smoke only a few cigarettes  - you



would think a pediatrician would know
the facts why we need to keep young'uns
away from smoking in the first place.

I'll tell our attorney to share his draft with
you all - and if you could review it i'd
appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak
<
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh <
Cc: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan
Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless
you are sure the content is safe. ]
Thanks for the opportunity to attend your meeting
and I'm optimistic about Newton joining the NFG
movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters of support? I
have colleagues and friends who live in Newton--
with children--who would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 10:13:39 PM EDT,
Kate Silbaugh <  wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow
before 10:30, or 11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00.
I’m at  I’m happy to talk
about what the landscape looked like here.



I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic
case for the policy, it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-
can-fuel-spread-of-brookline-tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow
phaseout that gives them years to adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony
ishak <  wrote:

Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind
CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone
conversation from today  I have copied
Kate Silbaugh who was a primary
petitioner with me and Mark Gottlieb from
PHAI who provided legal support and a
lot of policy knowledge for our bylaw
proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting
tomorrow evening in support of this bylaw
proposal. In addition to our conversation,
I’ve included some information below that
might be helpful for background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the
Town of Brookline and was a co-primary
petitioner in 2020 for a by-law to phase
out tobacco sales by freezing the age of
purchase to anyone born before 1/1/2000.
This essentially prevents new people from
getting addicted without taking away the
rights of those already of age and
minimizing impact to retailers (many of
which are owned by non-white people)
since it slowly phases it out allowing them
to adjust their business models over years.
This might be more politically tolerable as
compared to an outright ban (though from
a health perspective the latter would
probably be preferred). The concept is
known as the Tobacco Free Generation
policy and was originally proposed in
Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free
generation proposal), but we were the first
municipality/country/state to implement it.
PHAI at Northeastern provided pro bono
legal support for the Town and the State



Judicial Court upheld it last month 9-0
(Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court
Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law)
essentially opening the gate for other
towns to implement this policy. Since the
SJC decision Stoneham and Wakefield
have implemented it using 1/1/2004 as
their date and Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is
on the radar across the country with Mass
leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-
tobacco-free-generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM,
Wendy Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov>
wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,
 
I just received a call from
Newton City Council
member, Susan Albright. She
wanted to speak with
someone about “strategies”
used to get the warrant article
passed [at Town Meeting].
She has a  City Counsel
meeting tomorrow night; she
just found out it is on the
agenda.
 
I thought she would be best
served by speaking with you
as the co-petitioners of the
article. I didn’t want to give
out your contact info without
your approval, so here is hers:
 
Susan Albright
City counselor
617-312-7093

 



Best regards,

 
Wendy Machmuller
Brookline Department of Public
Health & Human Services
11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445
617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296
wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov
 

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record
and therefore cannot be kept confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that
most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential.
<062024 Programs Services .pdf>



From: Silbaugh, Katharine
To: Susan Albright
Cc: anthony ishak; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb; Jaclyn Norton
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Thursday, January 9, 2025 9:23:02 AM

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

It was great to see how much thinking councilors had done already coming in. Thank you!
Will there be public comment at the full council vote? Thanks—Kate 
Sent from a handheld device

On Jan 9, 2025, at 8:46 AM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks to all of you for your help. Next step full council vote. I’ll start calling
people we only need a majority ie 13 votes. hope to do better than that. you guys
were great.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 1:00:06 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn Norton
<jnorton@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Yes I will send a letter of support.

On Jun 18, 2024, at 12:19 PM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Attached is the agenda for the meeting. The Zoom link is in the
top  paragraph.  If you want to send a letter to the Committee you
can send it to the Chair
Josh Krintzman.  You can send it by email via the clerk for that
Committee - Jaclyn Norton.  I've cc'd her on this email so she will



know a letter might be coming

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 4:56 PM
To: anthony ishak <
Cc: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is
safe. ]

Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring us to 7
communities.

Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak
<  wrote:

 No update, we continue to add communities that are
starting the process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes
effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan
Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come
back to committee again yet.  the
problem is that I chair a different
committee that meets at the same time. 
We will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that



wants to talk about the issue.  Do you
have any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak
<
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless
you are sure the content is safe. ]

Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update
over the past few weeks. As an update from
my side: we met with Chelsea‘s Board of
Health today and they are interested in
implementing this idea. Winchester,
Malden, Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose
have already approved it to take effect
January 1, 2025. Reading has their hearing
for a vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM,
Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

And I thank you for taking the
time to join us!    Digitial
Letters should be addressed
to the Chair of the Programs
and Services Committee -
Councilor Josh Krintzman.     
If  they use this  email address



it will go to the whole
Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov. 
 The docket number is 149-
24.   Snail mail letters can
also be sent to Josh -  via
Council Clerk of the Programs
and Services Committee
Jaclyn norton.  The address of
city hall is 1000
Commonwealth Ave.  Newton
02459;

I'm probably not the best
spokesman for the  docket
item as I don't have the facts
and figures at my fingertips -
but hopefully common sense
will prevail.   We have already
heard from several
convenience store owners
and operators as well as the
statewide lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the
comments of Alan Lobovitz  -
while he is a new councilor
only elected since January -
he is a retired pediatrician. 
 He came down on the right
side of the issue but why on
earth did he need to ask
questions like - how bad can
it be to smoke only a few
cigarettes  - you would think a
pediatrician would know the
facts why we need to keep
young'uns away from smoking
in the first place.



I'll tell our attorney to share
his draft with you all - and if
you could review it i'd
appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City
Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak
<
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024
10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh
<
Cc: mark@phai.org
<mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN
 links/attachments unless you
are sure the content is safe. ]

Thanks for the opportunity to attend
your meeting and I'm optimistic
about Newton joining the NFG
movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters
of support? I have colleagues and
friends who live in Newton--with
children--who would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at
10:13:39 PM EDT, Kate Silbaugh
<  wrote:



Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can
talk tomorrow before 10:30, or
11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m
at  I’m happy to
talk about what the landscape
looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays
out the basic case for the policy,
it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-
can-fuel-spread-of-brookline-
tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a
slow phaseout that gives them
years to adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM
anthony ishak
<
wrote:

Thanks for the introduction,
Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our
phone conversation from
today  I have copied Kate
Silbaugh who was a primary
petitioner with me and Mark
Gottlieb from PHAI who
provided legal support and a
lot of policy knowledge for
our bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your
meeting tomorrow evening in
support of this bylaw
proposal. In addition to our
conversation, I’ve included
some information below that
might be helpful for
background.

I am a Town Meeting
Member in the Town of
Brookline and was a co-



primary petitioner in 2020 for
a by-law to phase out tobacco
sales by freezing the age of
purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This
essentially prevents new
people from getting addicted
without taking away the rights
of those already of age and
minimizing impact to retailers
(many of which are owned by
non-white people) since it
slowly phases it out allowing
them to adjust their business
models over years. This might
be more politically tolerable
as compared to an outright
ban (though from a health
perspective the latter would
probably be preferred). The
concept is known as the
Tobacco Free Generation
policy and was originally
proposed in Singapore (more
info: The tobacco-free
generation proposal), but we
were the first
municipality/country/state to
implement it. PHAI at
Northeastern provided pro
bono legal support for the
Town and the State Judicial
Court upheld it last month 9-0
(Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court Upholds
Tobacco-Free Generation
Law) essentially opening the
gate for other towns to
implement this policy. Since
the SJC decision Stoneham
and Wakefield have
implemented it using
1/1/2004 as their date and
Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in
2021 so it is on the radar across
the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-
tobacco-free-generation-law/



On Apr 9, 2024,
at 1:42 PM,
Wendy
Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov>
wrote:

Hi Kate and
Anthony,

 

I just received a
call from Newton
City Council
member, Susan
Albright. She
wanted to speak
with someone
about “strategies”
used to get the
warrant article
passed [at Town
Meeting]. She
has a  City
Counsel meeting
tomorrow night;
she just found out
it is on the
agenda.

 

I thought she
would be best
served by
speaking with
you as the co-
petitioners of the
article. I didn’t
want to give out
your contact info
without your
approval, so here
is hers:



 

Susan Albright

City counselor

617-312-7093

 

Best regards,

 

Wendy Machmuller

Brookline
Department of Public
Health & Human
Services

11 Pierce St.,
Brookline, MA
02445

617-730-2307, FAX
617-730-2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 

When responding, please be
aware that the Massachusetts
Secretary of State has
determined that most email is
public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record
and therefore cannot be kept confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential.
<062024 Programs Services .pdf>



When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 



From: Susan Albright
To: Silbaugh, Katharine
Cc: anthony ishak; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb; Jaclyn Norton
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Thursday, January 9, 2025 9:37:34 AM

The public comment part is over. Whoever you got to talk to alan lobovits did a great job. I
walked out with Steven (who spoke vehemently against the change) and david micley. They
thought they had alan and were surprised at his vote 

I will not be surprised if this is put on 2nd call and discussed once again in full council. You
both spoke so well I’ll try to emulate that at the next meeting. 

Sorry you had to listen to such a long meeting. I’m so glad I’m not on that committee. My
“friend” Janet sterman took the opportunity to take another shot at me. Nice that the two
opponents to the docket item came to my rescue. 

Is anyone talking to Watertown and Waltham?  I know some councilors in Watertown. I could
reach out if no one else has. 

Thanks again for your help. Btw  the full council meeting is Jan 21. I’ll be calling my
colleagues to make sure we have a good majority. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, January 9, 2025 9:22:52 AM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: anthony ishak <  Katharine Silbaugh <  Mark
Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn Norton <jnorton@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

It was great to see how much thinking councilors had done already coming in. Thank you!
Will there be public comment at the full council vote? Thanks—Kate 
Sent from a handheld device

On Jan 9, 2025, at 8:46 AM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks to all of you for your help. Next step full council vote. I’ll start calling
people we only need a majority ie 13 votes. hope to do better than that. you guys
were great.

Get Outlook for iOS



From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 1:00:06 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn Norton
<jnorton@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Yes I will send a letter of support.

On Jun 18, 2024, at 12:19 PM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Attached is the agenda for the meeting. The Zoom link is in the
top  paragraph.  If you want to send a letter to the Committee you
can send it to the Chair
Josh Krintzman.  You can send it by email via the clerk for that
Committee - Jaclyn Norton.  I've cc'd her on this email so she will
know a letter might be coming

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 4:56 PM
To: anthony ishak <
Cc: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is
safe. ]

Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring us to 7
communities.

Sent from a handheld device



On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak
<  wrote:

 No update, we continue to add communities that are
starting the process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes
effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan
Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come
back to committee again yet.  the
problem is that I chair a different
committee that meets at the same time. 
We will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that
wants to talk about the issue.  Do you
have any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak
<
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless
you are sure the content is safe. ]

Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update
over the past few weeks. As an update from
my side: we met with Chelsea‘s Board of



Health today and they are interested in
implementing this idea. Winchester,
Malden, Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose
have already approved it to take effect
January 1, 2025. Reading has their hearing
for a vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM,
Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

And I thank you for taking the
time to join us!    Digitial
Letters should be addressed
to the Chair of the Programs
and Services Committee -
Councilor Josh Krintzman.     
If  they use this  email address
it will go to the whole
Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov. 
 The docket number is 149-
24.   Snail mail letters can
also be sent to Josh -  via
Council Clerk of the Programs
and Services Committee
Jaclyn norton.  The address of
city hall is 1000
Commonwealth Ave.  Newton
02459;

I'm probably not the best
spokesman for the  docket
item as I don't have the facts
and figures at my fingertips -
but hopefully common sense
will prevail.   We have already



heard from several
convenience store owners
and operators as well as the
statewide lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the
comments of Alan Lobovitz  -
while he is a new councilor
only elected since January -
he is a retired pediatrician. 
 He came down on the right
side of the issue but why on
earth did he need to ask
questions like - how bad can
it be to smoke only a few
cigarettes  - you would think a
pediatrician would know the
facts why we need to keep
young'uns away from smoking
in the first place.

I'll tell our attorney to share
his draft with you all - and if
you could review it i'd
appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City
Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak
<
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024
10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh
<
Cc: mark@phai.org
<mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright



<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN
 links/attachments unless you
are sure the content is safe. ]

Thanks for the opportunity to attend
your meeting and I'm optimistic
about Newton joining the NFG
movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters
of support? I have colleagues and
friends who live in Newton--with
children--who would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at
10:13:39 PM EDT, Kate Silbaugh
<  wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can
talk tomorrow before 10:30, or
11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m
at  I’m happy to
talk about what the landscape
looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays
out the basic case for the policy,
it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-
can-fuel-spread-of-brookline-
tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a
slow phaseout that gives them
years to adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM
anthony ishak



<
wrote:

Thanks for the introduction,
Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our
phone conversation from
today  I have copied Kate
Silbaugh who was a primary
petitioner with me and Mark
Gottlieb from PHAI who
provided legal support and a
lot of policy knowledge for
our bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your
meeting tomorrow evening in
support of this bylaw
proposal. In addition to our
conversation, I’ve included
some information below that
might be helpful for
background.

I am a Town Meeting
Member in the Town of
Brookline and was a co-
primary petitioner in 2020 for
a by-law to phase out tobacco
sales by freezing the age of
purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This
essentially prevents new
people from getting addicted
without taking away the rights
of those already of age and
minimizing impact to retailers
(many of which are owned by
non-white people) since it
slowly phases it out allowing
them to adjust their business
models over years. This might
be more politically tolerable
as compared to an outright
ban (though from a health
perspective the latter would
probably be preferred). The
concept is known as the
Tobacco Free Generation
policy and was originally
proposed in Singapore (more
info: The tobacco-free



generation proposal), but we
were the first
municipality/country/state to
implement it. PHAI at
Northeastern provided pro
bono legal support for the
Town and the State Judicial
Court upheld it last month 9-0
(Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court Upholds
Tobacco-Free Generation
Law) essentially opening the
gate for other towns to
implement this policy. Since
the SJC decision Stoneham
and Wakefield have
implemented it using
1/1/2004 as their date and
Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in
2021 so it is on the radar across
the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-
tobacco-free-generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024,
at 1:42 PM,
Wendy
Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov>
wrote:

Hi Kate and
Anthony,

 

I just received a
call from Newton
City Council
member, Susan
Albright. She
wanted to speak
with someone
about “strategies”



used to get the
warrant article
passed [at Town
Meeting]. She
has a  City
Counsel meeting
tomorrow night;
she just found out
it is on the
agenda.

 

I thought she
would be best
served by
speaking with
you as the co-
petitioners of the
article. I didn’t
want to give out
your contact info
without your
approval, so here
is hers:

 

Susan Albright

City counselor

617-312-7093

 

Best regards,

 

Wendy Machmuller

Brookline
Department of Public
Health & Human
Services

11 Pierce St.,
Brookline, MA
02445



617-730-2307, FAX
617-730-2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 

When responding, please be
aware that the Massachusetts
Secretary of State has
determined that most email is
public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record
and therefore cannot be kept confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential.
<062024 Programs Services .pdf>

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 





 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

It was great to see how much thinking councilors had done already coming in.
Thank you! Will there be public comment at the full council vote? Thanks—Kate 
Sent from a handheld device

On Jan 9, 2025, at 8:46 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks to all of you for your help. Next step full council vote. I’ll
start calling people we only need a majority ie 13 votes. hope to do
better than that. you guys were great.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 1:00:06 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn
Norton <jnorton@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is
safe. ]

Yes I will send a letter of support.

On Jun 18, 2024, at 12:19 PM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Attached is the agenda for the meeting. The Zoom
link is in the top  paragraph.  If you want to send a
letter to the Committee you can send it to the Chair
Josh Krintzman.  You can send it by email via the clerk
for that Committee - Jaclyn Norton.  I've cc'd her on
this email so she will know a letter might be coming



Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 4:56 PM
To: anthony ishak <
Cc: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine
Silbaugh <  Mark Gottlieb
<mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure
the content is safe. ]

Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring
us to 7 communities.

Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak
<  wrote:

 No update, we continue to add communities
that are starting the process.
Please let us know what we can do to help
so it takes effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM,
Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It
hasn't come back to
committee again yet.  the
problem is that I chair a
different committee that
meets at the same time.  We
will probably get back to it in



the fall.

I'm on a local radio show
tonight that wants to talk
about the issue.  Do you have
any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City
Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak
<
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14
PM
To: Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN
 links/attachments unless you
are sure the content is safe. ]

Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there
is an update over the past few
weeks. As an update from my
side: we met with Chelsea‘s
Board of Health today and they
are interested in implementing
this idea. Winchester, Malden,
Stoneham, Wakefield, and
Melrose have already approved
it to take effect January 1, 2025.
Reading has their hearing for a
vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at
8:23 AM, Susan
Albright



<salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

And I thank you for
taking the time to
join us!    Digitial
Letters should be
addressed to the
Chair of the
Programs and
Services
Committee -
Councilor Josh
Krintzman.      If 
they use this 
email address it
will go to the
whole Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov. 
 The docket
number is 149-
24.   Snail mail
letters can also be
sent to Josh -  via
Council Clerk of
the Programs and
Services
Committee Jaclyn
norton.  The
address of city
hall is 1000
Commonwealth
Ave.  Newton
02459;

I'm probably not
the best
spokesman for



the  docket item
as I don't have the
facts and figures
at my fingertips -
but hopefully
common sense
will prevail.   We
have already
heard from
several
convenience store
owners and
operators as well
as the statewide
lobbying group.  

I was shocked by
the comments of
Alan Lobovitz  -
while he is a new
councilor only
elected since
January - he is a
retired
pediatrician.   He
came down on the
right side of the
issue but why on
earth did he need
to ask questions
like - how bad can
it be to smoke
only a few
cigarettes  - you
would think a
pediatrician
would know the
facts why we need
to keep young'uns



away from
smoking in the
first place.

I'll tell our
attorney to share
his draft with you
all - and if you
could review it i'd
appreciate that.

Thanks again for
all your help
Susan

Susan Albright,
Newton City
Council
Councilor-at-Large,
Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak
<
Sent: Wednesday,
April 10, 2024 10:09
PM
To: Kate Silbaugh
<
Cc: mark@phai.org
<mark@phai.org>;
Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re:
Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN
 links/attachments
unless you are sure
the content is
safe. ]

Thanks for the



opportunity to attend
your meeting and I'm
optimistic about
Newton joining the
NFG movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can
support you?
2. Where can people
send in letters of
support? I have
colleagues and
friends who live in
Newton--with
children--who would
be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9,
2024 at 10:13:39 PM
EDT, Kate Silbaugh
<
wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for
reaching out. I can
talk tomorrow
before 10:30, or
11:15-1:00, and
2:00-6:00. I’m at

 I’m
happy to talk about
what the landscape
looked like here.

I wrote a short op
ed that lays out the
basic case for the
policy, it’s here if
helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-
can-fuel-spread-of-
brookline-tobacco-
law/

It upsets retailers
but it is truly a slow
phaseout that gives



them years to
adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh

On Tue, Apr 9,
2024 at 5:40 PM
anthony ishak
<
wrote:

Thanks for the
introduction,
Wendy (blind
CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-
up to our phone
conversation
from today  I
have copied Kate
Silbaugh who
was a primary
petitioner with
me and Mark
Gottlieb from
PHAI who
provided legal
support and a lot
of policy
knowledge for
our bylaw
proposal.
I’m happy to
attend your
meeting
tomorrow
evening in
support of this
bylaw proposal.
In addition to our
conversation,
I’ve included
some information
below that might
be helpful for
background.

I am a Town
Meeting Member
in the Town of



Brookline and
was a co-primary
petitioner in 2020
for a by-law to
phase out tobacco
sales by freezing
the age of
purchase to
anyone born
before 1/1/2000.
This essentially
prevents new
people from
getting addicted
without taking
away the rights
of those already
of age and
minimizing
impact to
retailers (many of
which are owned
by non-white
people) since it
slowly phases it
out allowing
them to adjust
their business
models over
years. This might
be more
politically
tolerable as
compared to an
outright ban
(though from a
health
perspective the
latter would
probably be
preferred). The
concept is known
as the Tobacco
Free Generation
policy and was
originally
proposed in
Singapore (more
info: The
tobacco-free



generation
proposal), but we
were the first
municipality/country/state
to implement it.
PHAI at
Northeastern
provided pro
bono legal
support for the
Town and the
State Judicial
Court upheld it
last month 9-0
(Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial
Court Upholds
Tobacco-Free
Generation Law)
essentially
opening the gate
for other towns to
implement this
policy. Since the
SJC decision
Stoneham and
Wakefield have
implemented it
using 1/1/2004 as
their date and
Melrose is
deliberating it.  

Time magazine
interviewed us in
2021 so it is on the
radar across the
country with Mass
leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-
tobacco-free-
generation-law/

On
Apr
9,
2024,
at
1:42 PM,



Wendy
Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov>
wrote:

Hi
Kate
and
Anthony,

 

I just
received
a call
from
Newton
City
Council
member,
Susan
Albright.
She
wanted
to
speak
with
someone
about
“strategies”
used
to
get
the
warrant
article
passed
[at
Town
Meeting].
She
has
a 
City
Counsel
meeting
tomorrow
night;



she
just
found
out it
is on
the
agenda.

 

I
thought
she
would
be
best
served
by
speaking
with
you
as
the
co-
petitioners
of
the
article.
I
didn’t
want
to
give
out
your
contact
info
without
your
approval,
so
here
is
hers:

 

Susan
Albright

City



counselor

617-
312-
7093

 

Best
regards,

 

Wendy
Machmuller

Brookline
Department
of
Public
Health
&
Human
Services

11
Pierce
St.,
Brookline,
MA
02445

617-
730-
2307,
FAX
617-
730-
2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 

When responding,
please be aware
that the
Massachusetts
Secretary of State
has determined that
most email is



public record and
therefore cannot be
kept confidential.

When responding, please be
aware that the Massachusetts
Secretary of State has
determined that most email is
public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that
most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential.
<062024 Programs Services .pdf>

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 



From: anthony ishak
To: mark@phai.org; Susan Albright
Cc:
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 5:40:58 PM

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation from today  I have copied Kate Silbaugh who
was a primary petitioner with me and Mark Gottlieb from PHAI who provided legal support
and a lot of policy knowledge for our bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow evening in support of this bylaw proposal. In
addition to our conversation, I’ve included some information below that might be helpful for
background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the Town of Brookline and was a co-primary petitioner in
2020 for a by-law to phase out tobacco sales by freezing the age of purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This essentially prevents new people from getting addicted without taking
away the rights of those already of age and minimizing impact to retailers (many of which are
owned by non-white people) since it slowly phases it out allowing them to adjust their
business models over years. This might be more politically tolerable as compared to an
outright ban (though from a health perspective the latter would probably be preferred). The
concept is known as the Tobacco Free Generation policy and was originally proposed in
Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free generation proposal), but we were the first
municipality/country/state to implement it. PHAI at Northeastern provided pro bono legal
support for the Town and the State Judicial Court upheld it last month 9-0 (Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law) essentially opening the gate
for other towns to implement this policy. Since the SJC decision Stoneham and Wakefield
have implemented it using 1/1/2004 as their date and Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is on the radar across the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-tobacco-free-generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM, Wendy Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov> wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,
 
I just received a call from Newton City Council member, Susan Albright. She wanted to
speak with someone about “strategies” used to get the warrant article passed [at Town
Meeting]. She has a  City Counsel meeting tomorrow night; she just found out it is on
the agenda.
 
I thought she would be best served by speaking with you as the co-petitioners of the



article. I didn’t want to give out your contact info without your approval, so here is
hers:
 
Susan Albright
City counselor
617-312-7093

 
Best regards,
 
Wendy Machmuller
Brookline Department of Public Health & Human Services
11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445
617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296
wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov
 



From: Susan Albright
To: anthony ishak; mark@phai.org
Cc:
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 6:28:00 PM

Dear Anthony
Thanks very much for your help with our docket item. I look forward to your participation
at the meeting tomorrow night.   Below is the agenda for the meeting.  

Thanks again,
Susan

https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/118547

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 5:40 PM
To: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc:  <
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation from today  I have copied Kate Silbaugh who
was a primary petitioner with me and Mark Gottlieb from PHAI who provided legal support
and a lot of policy knowledge for our bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow evening in support of this bylaw proposal. In
addition to our conversation, I’ve included some information below that might be helpful for
background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the Town of Brookline and was a co-primary petitioner in
2020 for a by-law to phase out tobacco sales by freezing the age of purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This essentially prevents new people from getting addicted without taking
away the rights of those already of age and minimizing impact to retailers (many of which are
owned by non-white people) since it slowly phases it out allowing them to adjust their
business models over years. This might be more politically tolerable as compared to an
outright ban (though from a health perspective the latter would probably be preferred). The
concept is known as the Tobacco Free Generation policy and was originally proposed in
Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free generation proposal), but we were the first
municipality/country/state to implement it. PHAI at Northeastern provided pro bono legal
support for the Town and the State Judicial Court upheld it last month 9-0 (Massachusetts



Supreme Judicial Court Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law) essentially opening the gate
for other towns to implement this policy. Since the SJC decision Stoneham and Wakefield
have implemented it using 1/1/2004 as their date and Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is on the radar across the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-tobacco-free-generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM, Wendy Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov> wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,
 
I just received a call from Newton City Council member, Susan Albright. She wanted to
speak with someone about “strategies” used to get the warrant article passed [at Town
Meeting]. She has a  City Counsel meeting tomorrow night; she just found out it is on
the agenda.
 
I thought she would be best served by speaking with you as the co-petitioners of the
article. I didn’t want to give out your contact info without your approval, so here is
hers:
 
Susan Albright
City counselor
617-312-7093

 
Best regards,
 
Wendy Machmuller
Brookline Department of Public Health & Human Services
11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445
617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296
wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov
 



From: Kate Silbaugh
To: anthony ishak
Cc: mark@phai.org; Susan Albright
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 10:13:45 PM

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow before 10:30, or 11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m
at  I’m happy to talk about what the landscape looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic case for the policy, it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-can-fuel-spread-of-brookline-tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow phaseout that gives them years to adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony ishak <  wrote:
Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation from today  I have copied Kate Silbaugh
who was a primary petitioner with me and Mark Gottlieb from PHAI who provided legal
support and a lot of policy knowledge for our bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow evening in support of this bylaw proposal. In
addition to our conversation, I’ve included some information below that might be helpful for
background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the Town of Brookline and was a co-primary petitioner in
2020 for a by-law to phase out tobacco sales by freezing the age of purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This essentially prevents new people from getting addicted without taking
away the rights of those already of age and minimizing impact to retailers (many of which
are owned by non-white people) since it slowly phases it out allowing them to adjust their
business models over years. This might be more politically tolerable as compared to an
outright ban (though from a health perspective the latter would probably be preferred). The
concept is known as the Tobacco Free Generation policy and was originally proposed in
Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free generation proposal), but we were the first
municipality/country/state to implement it. PHAI at Northeastern provided pro bono legal
support for the Town and the State Judicial Court upheld it last month 9-0 (Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law) essentially opening the
gate for other towns to implement this policy. Since the SJC decision Stoneham and
Wakefield have implemented it using 1/1/2004 as their date and Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is on the radar across the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-tobacco-free-generation-law/



On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM, Wendy Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov> wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,

 

I just received a call from Newton City Council member, Susan Albright. She
wanted to speak with someone about “strategies” used to get the warrant article
passed [at Town Meeting]. She has a  City Counsel meeting tomorrow night;
she just found out it is on the agenda.

 

I thought she would be best served by speaking with you as the co-petitioners of
the article. I didn’t want to give out your contact info without your approval, so
here is hers:

 

Susan Albright

City counselor

617-312-7093

 

Best regards,

 

Wendy Machmuller

Brookline Department of Public Health & Human Services

11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445

617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 



From: Susan Albright
To: Kate Silbaugh; anthony ishak
Cc: mark@phai.org
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 8:40:18 AM

Thanks for the times Kate - I'll call soon.

susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Kate Silbaugh <
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 10:13 PM
To: anthony ishak <
Cc: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow before 10:30, or 11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m
at  I’m happy to talk about what the landscape looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic case for the policy, it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-can-fuel-spread-of-brookline-tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow phaseout that gives them years to adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony ishak <  wrote:
Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation from today  I have copied Kate Silbaugh
who was a primary petitioner with me and Mark Gottlieb from PHAI who provided legal
support and a lot of policy knowledge for our bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow evening in support of this bylaw proposal. In
addition to our conversation, I’ve included some information below that might be helpful for
background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the Town of Brookline and was a co-primary petitioner in
2020 for a by-law to phase out tobacco sales by freezing the age of purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This essentially prevents new people from getting addicted without taking
away the rights of those already of age and minimizing impact to retailers (many of which
are owned by non-white people) since it slowly phases it out allowing them to adjust their
business models over years. This might be more politically tolerable as compared to an
outright ban (though from a health perspective the latter would probably be preferred). The



concept is known as the Tobacco Free Generation policy and was originally proposed in
Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free generation proposal), but we were the first
municipality/country/state to implement it. PHAI at Northeastern provided pro bono legal
support for the Town and the State Judicial Court upheld it last month 9-0 (Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law) essentially opening the
gate for other towns to implement this policy. Since the SJC decision Stoneham and
Wakefield have implemented it using 1/1/2004 as their date and Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is on the radar across the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-tobacco-free-generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM, Wendy Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov> wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,
 
I just received a call from Newton City Council member, Susan Albright. She
wanted to speak with someone about “strategies” used to get the warrant article
passed [at Town Meeting]. She has a  City Counsel meeting tomorrow night;
she just found out it is on the agenda.
 
I thought she would be best served by speaking with you as the co-petitioners of
the article. I didn’t want to give out your contact info without your approval, so
here is hers:
 
Susan Albright
City counselor
617-312-7093

 
Best regards,

 
Wendy Machmuller
Brookline Department of Public Health & Human Services
11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445
617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296
wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov
 



From: Anthony Ishak
To: Kate Silbaugh
Cc: mark@phai.org; Susan Albright
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 10:09:52 PM

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Thanks for the opportunity to attend your meeting and I'm optimistic about Newton joining the NFG
movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters of support? I have colleagues and friends who live in Newton--with
children--who would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 10:13:39 PM EDT, Kate Silbaugh <  wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow before 10:30, or 11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m at 
 I’m happy to talk about what the landscape looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic case for the policy, it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-can-fuel-spread-of-brookline-tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow phaseout that gives them years to adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony ishak <  wrote:
Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation from today  I have copied Kate Silbaugh who was a
primary petitioner with me and Mark Gottlieb from PHAI who provided legal support and a lot of policy
knowledge for our bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow evening in support of this bylaw proposal. In addition to our
conversation, I’ve included some information below that might be helpful for background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the Town of Brookline and was a co-primary petitioner in
2020 for a by-law to phase out tobacco sales by freezing the age of purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This essentially prevents new people from getting addicted without taking
away the rights of those already of age and minimizing impact to retailers (many of which
are owned by non-white people) since it slowly phases it out allowing them to adjust their
business models over years. This might be more politically tolerable as compared to an
outright ban (though from a health perspective the latter would probably be preferred). The
concept is known as the Tobacco Free Generation policy and was originally proposed in
Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free generation proposal), but we were the first
municipality/country/state to implement it. PHAI at Northeastern provided pro bono legal
support for the Town and the State Judicial Court upheld it last month 9-0 (Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law) essentially opening the gate for



other towns to implement this policy. Since the SJC decision Stoneham and Wakefield have
implemented it using 1/1/2004 as their date and Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is on the radar across the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-tobacco-free-generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM, Wendy Machmuller <wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov>
wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,

 

I just received a call from Newton City Council member, Susan Albright. She wanted to
speak with someone about “strategies” used to get the warrant article passed [at Town
Meeting]. She has a  City Counsel meeting tomorrow night; she just found out it is on the
agenda.

 

I thought she would be best served by speaking with you as the co-petitioners of the
article. I didn’t want to give out your contact info without your approval, so here is hers:

 

Susan Albright

City counselor

617-312-7093

 

Best regards,

 

Wendy Machmuller

Brookline Department of Public Health & Human Services

11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445

617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 



From: anthony ishak
To: Susan Albright; Katharine Silbaugh; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Thursday, June 13, 2024 3:33:10 PM

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

No update, we continue to add communities that are starting the process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come back to committee again yet.  the
problem is that I chair a different committee that meets at the same time. 
We will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that wants to talk about the issue.  Do you
have any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update over the past few weeks. As an
update from my side: we met with Chelsea‘s Board of Health today and they are
interested in implementing this idea. Winchester, Malden, Stoneham, Wakefield,
and Melrose have already approved it to take effect January 1, 2025. Reading has
their hearing for a vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony



On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

And I thank you for taking the time to join us!    Digitial Letters
should be addressed to the Chair of the Programs and Services
Committee - Councilor Josh Krintzman.      If  they use this  email
address it will go to the whole Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov.   The docket number is 149-24. 
 Snail mail letters can also be sent to Josh -  via Council Clerk of
the Programs and Services Committee Jaclyn norton.  The
address of city hall is 1000 Commonwealth Ave.  Newton 02459;

I'm probably not the best spokesman for the  docket item as I
don't have the facts and figures at my fingertips - but hopefully
common sense will prevail.   We have already heard from several
convenience store owners and operators as well as the
statewide lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the comments of Alan Lobovitz  - while he is a
new councilor only elected since January - he is a retired
pediatrician.   He came down on the right side of the issue but
why on earth did he need to ask questions like - how bad can it be
to smoke only a few cigarettes  - you would think a pediatrician
would know the facts why we need to keep young'uns away from
smoking in the first place.

I'll tell our attorney to share his draft with you all - and if you
could review it i'd appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak <
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh <
Cc: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright



<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is
safe. ]

Thanks for the opportunity to attend your meeting and I'm optimistic about
Newton joining the NFG movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters of support? I have colleagues and friends
who live in Newton--with children--who would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 10:13:39 PM EDT, Kate Silbaugh
<  wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow before 10:30, or 11:15-1:00, and
2:00-6:00. I’m at  I’m happy to talk about what the landscape
looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic case for the policy, it’s here if
helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-can-fuel-spread-of-brookline-
tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow phaseout that gives them years to
adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony ishak <
wrote:

Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation from today  I have copied
Kate Silbaugh who was a primary petitioner with me and Mark Gottlieb from
PHAI who provided legal support and a lot of policy knowledge for our
bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow evening in support of this bylaw
proposal. In addition to our conversation, I’ve included some information
below that might be helpful for background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the Town of Brookline and
was a co-primary petitioner in 2020 for a by-law to phase out
tobacco sales by freezing the age of purchase to anyone
born before 1/1/2000. This essentially prevents new people
from getting addicted without taking away the rights of those
already of age and minimizing impact to retailers (many of



which are owned by non-white people) since it slowly phases
it out allowing them to adjust their business models over
years. This might be more politically tolerable as compared to
an outright ban (though from a health perspective the latter
would probably be preferred). The concept is known as the
Tobacco Free Generation policy and was originally proposed
in Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free generation proposal), but
we were the first municipality/country/state to implement it.
PHAI at Northeastern provided pro bono legal support for the
Town and the State Judicial Court upheld it last month 9-0
(Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation
Law) essentially opening the gate for other towns to
implement this policy. Since the SJC decision Stoneham and
Wakefield have implemented it using 1/1/2004 as their date
and Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is on the radar across the
country with Mass leading the way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-
tobacco-free-generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM, Wendy Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov> wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,

 

I just received a call from Newton City Council member,
Susan Albright. She wanted to speak with someone about
“strategies” used to get the warrant article passed [at Town
Meeting]. She has a  City Counsel meeting tomorrow night;
she just found out it is on the agenda.

 

I thought she would be best served by speaking with you as
the co-petitioners of the article. I didn’t want to give out your
contact info without your approval, so here is hers:

 

Susan Albright

City counselor

617-312-7093

 



Best regards,

 

Wendy Machmuller

Brookline Department of Public Health & Human Services

11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445

617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 



From: Silbaugh, Katharine
To: anthony ishak
Cc: Susan Albright; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Thursday, June 13, 2024 4:56:13 PM

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring us to 7 communities.

Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak <  wrote:

 No update, we continue to add communities that are starting the process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come back to committee again
yet.  the problem is that I chair a different committee that meets
at the same time.  We will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that wants to talk about the
issue.  Do you have any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is



safe. ]

Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update over the past few weeks.
As an update from my side: we met with Chelsea‘s Board of Health
today and they are interested in implementing this idea. Winchester,
Malden, Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose have already approved it
to take effect January 1, 2025. Reading has their hearing for a vote
next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

And I thank you for taking the time to join us!    Digitial
Letters should be addressed to the Chair of the
Programs and Services Committee - Councilor Josh
Krintzman.      If  they use this  email address it will go
to the whole Council:  citycouncil@newtonma.gov. 
 The docket number is 149-24.   Snail mail letters can
also be sent to Josh -  via Council Clerk of the
Programs and Services Committee Jaclyn norton. 
The address of city hall is 1000 Commonwealth Ave. 
Newton 02459;

I'm probably not the best spokesman for the  docket
item as I don't have the facts and figures at my
fingertips - but hopefully common sense will prevail. 
 We have already heard from several convenience
store owners and operators as well as the statewide
lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the comments of Alan Lobovitz  -
while he is a new councilor only elected since
January - he is a retired pediatrician.   He came down
on the right side of the issue but why on earth did he
need to ask questions like - how bad can it be to
smoke only a few cigarettes  - you would think a
pediatrician would know the facts why we need to



keep young'uns away from smoking in the first place.

I'll tell our attorney to share his draft with you all - and
if you could review it i'd appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak <
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh <
Cc: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure
the content is safe. ]

Thanks for the opportunity to attend your meeting and I'm
optimistic about Newton joining the NFG movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters of support? I have
colleagues and friends who live in Newton--with children--who
would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 10:13:39 PM EDT, Kate Silbaugh
<  wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow before 10:30, or
11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m at  I’m happy to
talk about what the landscape looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic case for the policy,
it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-can-fuel-spread-
of-brookline-tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow phaseout that gives them
years to adapt.



Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony ishak
<  wrote:

Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation from today  I
have copied Kate Silbaugh who was a primary petitioner with
me and Mark Gottlieb from PHAI who provided legal support
and a lot of policy knowledge for our bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow evening in support
of this bylaw proposal. In addition to our conversation, I’ve
included some information below that might be helpful for
background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the Town of
Brookline and was a co-primary petitioner in 2020
for a by-law to phase out tobacco sales by
freezing the age of purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This essentially prevents new
people from getting addicted without taking away
the rights of those already of age and minimizing
impact to retailers (many of which are owned by
non-white people) since it slowly phases it out
allowing them to adjust their business models
over years. This might be more politically tolerable
as compared to an outright ban (though from a
health perspective the latter would probably be
preferred). The concept is known as the Tobacco
Free Generation policy and was originally
proposed in Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free
generation proposal), but we were the first
municipality/country/state to implement it. PHAI at
Northeastern provided pro bono legal support for
the Town and the State Judicial Court upheld it
last month 9-0 (Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court
Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law) essentially
opening the gate for other towns to implement this
policy. Since the SJC decision Stoneham and
Wakefield have implemented it using 1/1/2004 as
their date and Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is on the radar
across the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-tobacco-free-
generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM, Wendy Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov> wrote:



Hi Kate and Anthony,

 

I just received a call from Newton City Council
member, Susan Albright. She wanted to speak
with someone about “strategies” used to get the
warrant article passed [at Town Meeting]. She
has a  City Counsel meeting tomorrow night;
she just found out it is on the agenda.

 

I thought she would be best served by speaking
with you as the co-petitioners of the article. I
didn’t want to give out your contact info without
your approval, so here is hers:

 

Susan Albright

City counselor

617-312-7093

 

Best regards,

 

Wendy Machmuller

Brookline Department of Public Health &
Human Services

11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445

617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that
most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore



cannot be kept confidential. 



From: Kate Silbaugh
To: Silbaugh, Katharine
Cc: Mark Gottlieb; Susan Albright; anthony ishak
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Thursday, June 13, 2024 8:31:51 PM

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Update: Town of Reading adopted the 1/1/2004 birthdate restriction tonight to go into effect
January 1 2025. This is the same restriction adopted in Stoneham, Wakefield, Winchester,
Malden, Melrose. Brookline’s birthdate is 1/1/2000. 

On Thu, Jun 13, 2024 at 4:56 PM Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu> wrote:
Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring us to 7 communities.

Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak <
wrote:

 No update, we continue to add communities that are starting the process.

Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come back to committee
again yet.  the problem is that I chair a different committee that
meets at the same time.  We will probably get back to it in the
fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that wants to talk about the
issue.  Do you have any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2



From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content
is safe. ]

Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update over the past few
weeks. As an update from my side: we met with Chelsea‘s Board
of Health today and they are interested in implementing this idea.
Winchester, Malden, Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose have
already approved it to take effect January 1, 2025. Reading has
their hearing for a vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

And I thank you for taking the time to join us!   
Digitial Letters should be addressed to the Chair of
the Programs and Services Committee - Councilor
Josh Krintzman.      If  they use this  email address it
will go to the whole Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov.   The docket number is
149-24.   Snail mail letters can also be sent to Josh
-  via Council Clerk of the Programs and Services
Committee Jaclyn norton.  The address of city hall
is 1000 Commonwealth Ave.  Newton 02459;

I'm probably not the best spokesman for the 
docket item as I don't have the facts and figures at
my fingertips - but hopefully common sense will
prevail.   We have already heard from several
convenience store owners and operators as well as
the statewide lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the comments of Alan Lobovitz  -



while he is a new councilor only elected since
January - he is a retired pediatrician.   He came
down on the right side of the issue but why on earth
did he need to ask questions like - how bad can it
be to smoke only a few cigarettes  - you would think
a pediatrician would know the facts why we need to
keep young'uns away from smoking in the first
place.

I'll tell our attorney to share his draft with you all -
and if you could review it i'd appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak <
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh <
Cc: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure
the content is safe. ]

Thanks for the opportunity to attend your meeting and I'm
optimistic about Newton joining the NFG movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters of support? I have
colleagues and friends who live in Newton--with children--
who would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 10:13:39 PM EDT, Kate
Silbaugh <  wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow before 10:30, or



11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m at  I’m happy to
talk about what the landscape looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic case for the
policy, it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-can-fuel-
spread-of-brookline-tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow phaseout that gives
them years to adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony ishak
<  wrote:

Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation from today  I
have copied Kate Silbaugh who was a primary petitioner
with me and Mark Gottlieb from PHAI who provided legal
support and a lot of policy knowledge for our bylaw
proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow evening in
support of this bylaw proposal. In addition to our
conversation, I’ve included some information below that
might be helpful for background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the Town of
Brookline and was a co-primary petitioner in
2020 for a by-law to phase out tobacco sales by
freezing the age of purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This essentially prevents new
people from getting addicted without taking
away the rights of those already of age and
minimizing impact to retailers (many of which
are owned by non-white people) since it slowly
phases it out allowing them to adjust their
business models over years. This might be
more politically tolerable as compared to an
outright ban (though from a health perspective
the latter would probably be preferred). The
concept is known as the Tobacco Free
Generation policy and was originally proposed
in Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free generation
proposal), but we were the first
municipality/country/state to implement it. PHAI
at Northeastern provided pro bono legal support
for the Town and the State Judicial Court upheld
it last month 9-0 (Massachusetts Supreme Judicial
Court Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law)
essentially opening the gate for other towns to
implement this policy. Since the SJC decision
Stoneham and Wakefield have implemented it



using 1/1/2004 as their date and Melrose is
deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is on the radar
across the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-tobacco-free-
generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM, Wendy
Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov> wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,

 

I just received a call from Newton City
Council member, Susan Albright. She wanted
to speak with someone about “strategies”
used to get the warrant article passed [at
Town Meeting]. She has a  City Counsel
meeting tomorrow night; she just found out it
is on the agenda.

 

I thought she would be best served by
speaking with you as the co-petitioners of the
article. I didn’t want to give out your contact
info without your approval, so here is hers:

 

Susan Albright

City counselor

617-312-7093

 

Best regards,

 

Wendy Machmuller

Brookline Department of Public Health &
Human Services

11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445



617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that
most email is public record and therefore cannot be
kept confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and
therefore cannot be kept confidential. 



From: Susan Albright
To: anthony ishak; Katharine Silbaugh; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 11:34:15 AM

This ordinance is coming  up for a vote by the Programs and Services Committee on
Thursday night - June 20.  I did get a letter of support from the Commissioner of Health
and Human Services.   Would you be interested in sending a letter of support?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 3:32 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine Silbaugh <silbaugh@bu.edu>; Katharine
Silbaugh <  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
No update, we continue to add communities that are starting the process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come back to committee again yet.  the
problem is that I chair a different committee that meets at the same time. 
We will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that wants to talk about the issue.  Do you
have any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM



To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update over the past few weeks. As an
update from my side: we met with Chelsea‘s Board of Health today and they are
interested in implementing this idea. Winchester, Malden, Stoneham, Wakefield,
and Melrose have already approved it to take effect January 1, 2025. Reading has
their hearing for a vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

And I thank you for taking the time to join us!    Digitial Letters
should be addressed to the Chair of the Programs and Services
Committee - Councilor Josh Krintzman.      If  they use this  email
address it will go to the whole Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov.   The docket number is 149-24. 
 Snail mail letters can also be sent to Josh -  via Council Clerk of
the Programs and Services Committee Jaclyn norton.  The
address of city hall is 1000 Commonwealth Ave.  Newton 02459;

I'm probably not the best spokesman for the  docket item as I
don't have the facts and figures at my fingertips - but hopefully
common sense will prevail.   We have already heard from several
convenience store owners and operators as well as the
statewide lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the comments of Alan Lobovitz  - while he is a
new councilor only elected since January - he is a retired
pediatrician.   He came down on the right side of the issue but
why on earth did he need to ask questions like - how bad can it be
to smoke only a few cigarettes  - you would think a pediatrician
would know the facts why we need to keep young'uns away from
smoking in the first place.

I'll tell our attorney to share his draft with you all - and if you



could review it i'd appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak <
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh <
Cc: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is
safe. ]
Thanks for the opportunity to attend your meeting and I'm optimistic about
Newton joining the NFG movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters of support? I have colleagues and friends
who live in Newton--with children--who would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 10:13:39 PM EDT, Kate Silbaugh
<  wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow before 10:30, or 11:15-1:00, and
2:00-6:00. I’m at  I’m happy to talk about what the landscape
looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic case for the policy, it’s here if
helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-can-fuel-spread-of-brookline-
tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow phaseout that gives them years to
adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony ishak <
wrote:

Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation from today  I have copied



Kate Silbaugh who was a primary petitioner with me and Mark Gottlieb from
PHAI who provided legal support and a lot of policy knowledge for our
bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow evening in support of this bylaw
proposal. In addition to our conversation, I’ve included some information
below that might be helpful for background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the Town of Brookline and
was a co-primary petitioner in 2020 for a by-law to phase out
tobacco sales by freezing the age of purchase to anyone
born before 1/1/2000. This essentially prevents new people
from getting addicted without taking away the rights of those
already of age and minimizing impact to retailers (many of
which are owned by non-white people) since it slowly phases
it out allowing them to adjust their business models over
years. This might be more politically tolerable as compared to
an outright ban (though from a health perspective the latter
would probably be preferred). The concept is known as the
Tobacco Free Generation policy and was originally proposed
in Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free generation proposal), but
we were the first municipality/country/state to implement it.
PHAI at Northeastern provided pro bono legal support for the
Town and the State Judicial Court upheld it last month 9-0
(Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation
Law) essentially opening the gate for other towns to
implement this policy. Since the SJC decision Stoneham and
Wakefield have implemented it using 1/1/2004 as their date
and Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is on the radar across the
country with Mass leading the way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-
tobacco-free-generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM, Wendy Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov> wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,
 
I just received a call from Newton City Council member,
Susan Albright. She wanted to speak with someone about
“strategies” used to get the warrant article passed [at Town
Meeting]. She has a  City Counsel meeting tomorrow night;
she just found out it is on the agenda.
 
I thought she would be best served by speaking with you as
the co-petitioners of the article. I didn’t want to give out your
contact info without your approval, so here is hers:
 



Susan Albright
City counselor
617-312-7093

 
Best regards,

 
Wendy Machmuller
Brookline Department of Public Health & Human Services
11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445
617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296
wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov
 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 



From: Silbaugh, Katharine
To: Susan Albright
Cc: anthony ishak; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 11:37:35 AM

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Thanks Susan. The calendar invite you sent is for today rather than Thursday—is that
intentional?
Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 18, 2024, at 11:34 AM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

This ordinance is coming  up for a vote by the Programs and Services
Committee on Thursday night - June 20.  I did get a letter of support from the
Commissioner of Health and Human Services.   Would you be interested in
sending a letter of support?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 3:32 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine Silbaugh
<silbaugh@bu.edu>; Katharine Silbaugh <  Mark Gottlieb
<mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

No update, we continue to add communities that are starting the process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:



Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come back to committee again
yet.  the problem is that I chair a different committee that meets
at the same time.  We will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that wants to talk about the
issue.  Do you have any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is
safe. ]

Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update over the past few weeks.
As an update from my side: we met with Chelsea‘s Board of Health
today and they are interested in implementing this idea. Winchester,
Malden, Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose have already approved it
to take effect January 1, 2025. Reading has their hearing for a vote
next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

And I thank you for taking the time to join us!    Digitial
Letters should be addressed to the Chair of the
Programs and Services Committee - Councilor Josh
Krintzman.      If  they use this  email address it will go
to the whole Council:  citycouncil@newtonma.gov. 
 The docket number is 149-24.   Snail mail letters can
also be sent to Josh -  via Council Clerk of the



Programs and Services Committee Jaclyn norton. 
The address of city hall is 1000 Commonwealth Ave. 
Newton 02459;

I'm probably not the best spokesman for the  docket
item as I don't have the facts and figures at my
fingertips - but hopefully common sense will prevail. 
 We have already heard from several convenience
store owners and operators as well as the statewide
lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the comments of Alan Lobovitz  -
while he is a new councilor only elected since
January - he is a retired pediatrician.   He came down
on the right side of the issue but why on earth did he
need to ask questions like - how bad can it be to
smoke only a few cigarettes  - you would think a
pediatrician would know the facts why we need to
keep young'uns away from smoking in the first place.

I'll tell our attorney to share his draft with you all - and
if you could review it i'd appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak <
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh <
Cc: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure
the content is safe. ]

Thanks for the opportunity to attend your meeting and I'm
optimistic about Newton joining the NFG movement!



Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters of support? I have
colleagues and friends who live in Newton--with children--who
would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 10:13:39 PM EDT, Kate Silbaugh
<  wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow before 10:30, or
11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m at  I’m happy to
talk about what the landscape looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic case for the policy,
it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-can-fuel-spread-
of-brookline-tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow phaseout that gives them
years to adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony ishak
<  wrote:

Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation from today  I
have copied Kate Silbaugh who was a primary petitioner with
me and Mark Gottlieb from PHAI who provided legal support
and a lot of policy knowledge for our bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow evening in support
of this bylaw proposal. In addition to our conversation, I’ve
included some information below that might be helpful for
background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the Town of
Brookline and was a co-primary petitioner in 2020
for a by-law to phase out tobacco sales by
freezing the age of purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This essentially prevents new
people from getting addicted without taking away
the rights of those already of age and minimizing
impact to retailers (many of which are owned by
non-white people) since it slowly phases it out
allowing them to adjust their business models
over years. This might be more politically tolerable
as compared to an outright ban (though from a
health perspective the latter would probably be



preferred). The concept is known as the Tobacco
Free Generation policy and was originally
proposed in Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free
generation proposal), but we were the first
municipality/country/state to implement it. PHAI at
Northeastern provided pro bono legal support for
the Town and the State Judicial Court upheld it
last month 9-0 (Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court
Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law) essentially
opening the gate for other towns to implement this
policy. Since the SJC decision Stoneham and
Wakefield have implemented it using 1/1/2004 as
their date and Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is on the radar
across the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-tobacco-free-
generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM, Wendy Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov> wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,

 

I just received a call from Newton City Council
member, Susan Albright. She wanted to speak
with someone about “strategies” used to get the
warrant article passed [at Town Meeting]. She
has a  City Counsel meeting tomorrow night;
she just found out it is on the agenda.

 

I thought she would be best served by speaking
with you as the co-petitioners of the article. I
didn’t want to give out your contact info without
your approval, so here is hers:

 

Susan Albright

City counselor

617-312-7093

 



Best regards,

 

Wendy Machmuller

Brookline Department of Public Health &
Human Services

11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445

617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that
most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 



From: Susan Albright
To: Silbaugh, Katharine
Cc: anthony ishak; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 11:43:30 AM

No. I don’t know why it came as a calendar invite

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 11:37:27 AM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: anthony ishak <  Katharine Silbaugh <  Mark
Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Thanks Susan. The calendar invite you sent is for today rather than Thursday—is that
intentional?
Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 18, 2024, at 11:34 AM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

This ordinance is coming  up for a vote by the Programs and Services
Committee on Thursday night - June 20.  I did get a letter of support from the
Commissioner of Health and Human Services.   Would you be interested in
sending a letter of support?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 3:32 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine Silbaugh
<silbaugh@bu.edu>; Katharine Silbaugh <  Mark Gottlieb
<mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 



[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

No update, we continue to add communities that are starting the process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come back to committee again
yet.  the problem is that I chair a different committee that meets
at the same time.  We will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that wants to talk about the
issue.  Do you have any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is
safe. ]

Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update over the past few weeks.
As an update from my side: we met with Chelsea‘s Board of Health
today and they are interested in implementing this idea. Winchester,
Malden, Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose have already approved it
to take effect January 1, 2025. Reading has their hearing for a vote
next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:



And I thank you for taking the time to join us!    Digitial
Letters should be addressed to the Chair of the
Programs and Services Committee - Councilor Josh
Krintzman.      If  they use this  email address it will go
to the whole Council:  citycouncil@newtonma.gov. 
 The docket number is 149-24.   Snail mail letters can
also be sent to Josh -  via Council Clerk of the
Programs and Services Committee Jaclyn norton. 
The address of city hall is 1000 Commonwealth Ave. 
Newton 02459;

I'm probably not the best spokesman for the  docket
item as I don't have the facts and figures at my
fingertips - but hopefully common sense will prevail. 
 We have already heard from several convenience
store owners and operators as well as the statewide
lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the comments of Alan Lobovitz  -
while he is a new councilor only elected since
January - he is a retired pediatrician.   He came down
on the right side of the issue but why on earth did he
need to ask questions like - how bad can it be to
smoke only a few cigarettes  - you would think a
pediatrician would know the facts why we need to
keep young'uns away from smoking in the first place.

I'll tell our attorney to share his draft with you all - and
if you could review it i'd appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak <
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 10:09 PM



To: Kate Silbaugh <
Cc: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure
the content is safe. ]

Thanks for the opportunity to attend your meeting and I'm
optimistic about Newton joining the NFG movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters of support? I have
colleagues and friends who live in Newton--with children--who
would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 10:13:39 PM EDT, Kate Silbaugh
<  wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow before 10:30, or
11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m at  I’m happy to
talk about what the landscape looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic case for the policy,
it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-can-fuel-spread-
of-brookline-tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow phaseout that gives them
years to adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony ishak
<  wrote:

Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation from today  I
have copied Kate Silbaugh who was a primary petitioner with
me and Mark Gottlieb from PHAI who provided legal support
and a lot of policy knowledge for our bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow evening in support
of this bylaw proposal. In addition to our conversation, I’ve
included some information below that might be helpful for
background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the Town of
Brookline and was a co-primary petitioner in 2020



for a by-law to phase out tobacco sales by
freezing the age of purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This essentially prevents new
people from getting addicted without taking away
the rights of those already of age and minimizing
impact to retailers (many of which are owned by
non-white people) since it slowly phases it out
allowing them to adjust their business models
over years. This might be more politically tolerable
as compared to an outright ban (though from a
health perspective the latter would probably be
preferred). The concept is known as the Tobacco
Free Generation policy and was originally
proposed in Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free
generation proposal), but we were the first
municipality/country/state to implement it. PHAI at
Northeastern provided pro bono legal support for
the Town and the State Judicial Court upheld it
last month 9-0 (Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court
Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law) essentially
opening the gate for other towns to implement this
policy. Since the SJC decision Stoneham and
Wakefield have implemented it using 1/1/2004 as
their date and Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is on the radar
across the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-tobacco-free-
generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM, Wendy Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov> wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,

 

I just received a call from Newton City Council
member, Susan Albright. She wanted to speak
with someone about “strategies” used to get the
warrant article passed [at Town Meeting]. She
has a  City Counsel meeting tomorrow night;
she just found out it is on the agenda.

 

I thought she would be best served by speaking



with you as the co-petitioners of the article. I
didn’t want to give out your contact info without
your approval, so here is hers:

 

Susan Albright

City counselor

617-312-7093

 

Best regards,

 

Wendy Machmuller

Brookline Department of Public Health &
Human Services

11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445

617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that
most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 



From: Susan Albright
To: Silbaugh, Katharine; anthony ishak
Cc: Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb; Jaclyn Norton
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 12:19:30 PM
Attachments: 062024 Programs Services .pdf

Attached is the agenda for the meeting. The Zoom link is in the top  paragraph.  If you
want to send a letter to the Committee you can send it to the Chair
Josh Krintzman.  You can send it by email via the clerk for that Committee - Jaclyn
Norton.  I've cc'd her on this email so she will know a letter might be coming

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 4:56 PM
To: anthony ishak <
Cc: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine Silbaugh <  Mark
Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring us to 7 communities.

Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak <  wrote:

 No update, we continue to add communities that are starting the process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come back to committee again
yet.  the problem is that I chair a different committee that meets
at the same time.  We will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that wants to talk about the



issue.  Do you have any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is
safe. ]
Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update over the past few weeks.
As an update from my side: we met with Chelsea‘s Board of Health
today and they are interested in implementing this idea. Winchester,
Malden, Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose have already approved it
to take effect January 1, 2025. Reading has their hearing for a vote
next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

And I thank you for taking the time to join us!    Digitial
Letters should be addressed to the Chair of the
Programs and Services Committee - Councilor Josh
Krintzman.      If  they use this  email address it will go
to the whole Council:  citycouncil@newtonma.gov. 
 The docket number is 149-24.   Snail mail letters can
also be sent to Josh -  via Council Clerk of the
Programs and Services Committee Jaclyn norton. 
The address of city hall is 1000 Commonwealth Ave. 
Newton 02459;

I'm probably not the best spokesman for the  docket
item as I don't have the facts and figures at my
fingertips - but hopefully common sense will prevail. 



 We have already heard from several convenience
store owners and operators as well as the statewide
lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the comments of Alan Lobovitz  -
while he is a new councilor only elected since
January - he is a retired pediatrician.   He came down
on the right side of the issue but why on earth did he
need to ask questions like - how bad can it be to
smoke only a few cigarettes  - you would think a
pediatrician would know the facts why we need to
keep young'uns away from smoking in the first place.

I'll tell our attorney to share his draft with you all - and
if you could review it i'd appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak <
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh <
Cc: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure
the content is safe. ]
Thanks for the opportunity to attend your meeting and I'm
optimistic about Newton joining the NFG movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters of support? I have
colleagues and friends who live in Newton--with children--who
would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 10:13:39 PM EDT, Kate Silbaugh
<  wrote:



Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow before 10:30, or
11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m at  I’m happy to
talk about what the landscape looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic case for the policy,
it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-can-fuel-spread-
of-brookline-tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow phaseout that gives them
years to adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony ishak
<  wrote:

Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation from today  I
have copied Kate Silbaugh who was a primary petitioner with
me and Mark Gottlieb from PHAI who provided legal support
and a lot of policy knowledge for our bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow evening in support
of this bylaw proposal. In addition to our conversation, I’ve
included some information below that might be helpful for
background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the Town of
Brookline and was a co-primary petitioner in 2020
for a by-law to phase out tobacco sales by
freezing the age of purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This essentially prevents new
people from getting addicted without taking away
the rights of those already of age and minimizing
impact to retailers (many of which are owned by
non-white people) since it slowly phases it out
allowing them to adjust their business models
over years. This might be more politically tolerable
as compared to an outright ban (though from a
health perspective the latter would probably be
preferred). The concept is known as the Tobacco
Free Generation policy and was originally
proposed in Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free
generation proposal), but we were the first
municipality/country/state to implement it. PHAI at
Northeastern provided pro bono legal support for
the Town and the State Judicial Court upheld it
last month 9-0 (Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court
Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law) essentially
opening the gate for other towns to implement this



policy. Since the SJC decision Stoneham and
Wakefield have implemented it using 1/1/2004 as
their date and Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is on the radar
across the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-tobacco-free-
generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM, Wendy Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov> wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,
 
I just received a call from Newton City Council
member, Susan Albright. She wanted to speak
with someone about “strategies” used to get the
warrant article passed [at Town Meeting]. She
has a  City Counsel meeting tomorrow night;
she just found out it is on the agenda.
 
I thought she would be best served by speaking
with you as the co-petitioners of the article. I
didn’t want to give out your contact info without
your approval, so here is hers:
 
Susan Albright
City counselor
617-312-7093

 
Best regards,

 
Wendy Machmuller
Brookline Department of Public Health &
Human Services
11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445
617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296
wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov
 

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that
most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore



cannot be kept confidential. 



 
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the City 
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 
 

Programs & Services Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council  

 
Thursday, June 20, 2024 

 
7:00 PM  
Room 211 
The Programs & Services Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting 
on Thursday, June 20, 2024 at 7:00 PM that the public may access in-person or 
virtually via Zoom. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link: 
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/85906658763 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use 
the Meeting ID: 859 0665 8763. 
 

Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
#149-24 Ordinance change to prohibit the sale of tobacco in Newton to anyone born on 

or after 1/1/2000 
 COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, KELLEY, HUMPHREY, KRINTZMAN, DOWNS, LUCAS, 

BIXBY, AND DANBERG requesting a discussion and amendment to Chapter 20 
Section 3 or sections as appropriate to protect the health, safety, and welfare of 
the young people in Newton by creating a prohibition of sales such that No 
person, firm, corporation, establishment, or agency shall sell tobacco or e-
cigarette products to anyone born on or after 1/1/2000.  

 Programs & Services Held 7-0 on 04/10/24 
 
#264-24 Discussion regarding on-demand transportation system 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting discussion of the new City-wide on-demand 
transportation system. 

 
#46-24 Discussion on the Ban of Single Use Plastic Water Bottles in Newton 
 COUNCILORS DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, KALIS, WRIGHT, DOWNS, AND GROSSMAN 

requesting discussion and possible ordinance change regarding the ban on the 
purchase or sale of single use plastic water bottles in Newton. 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Josh Krintzman, Chair  



1000 Commonwealth Avenue ▪ Newton, MA  02459 
617-796-1210                             www.newtonma.gov 

  
 
 
 

 
 

Newton City Councilor Susan Albright 
 
 

 
Date: June 14, 2024 
To: Programs & Services Committee 
From: Susan Albright, Ward 2 At-Large Councilor 
Re: Additional Communities Adopting Ordinances/By-Laws about Nicotine-Free Generation 
 
Dear Programs & Services Committee, 
 
On April 10th the Programs & Services Committee held an initial discussion on adopting an ordinance that 
would prohibit the sale of tobacco products to anyone born after 1/1/2004. Since that meeting a number of 
communities have passed similar ordinances/by-laws. These communities include Winchester, Malden, 
Stoneham, Wakefield, Melrose, and Reading. I hope this can better inform your discussion when this is 
discussed on June 20th.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan Albright, Ward 2 At-Large Councilor 















§ 20-3 NEWTON ORDINANCES —MISCELLANEOUS ORDINANCES § 20-6 

Newton Ordinances On-Line - Chapter 20 - page 7 

 

 

suspension or revocation of the tobacco and nicotine delivery product sales permit. Failure to remove shall 
constitute a separate violation of this section. A permit holder whose permit has been revoked may not 
apply for a new permit prior to the expiration of one (1) calendar year following the date of revocation. 

 
(m) Severability: The provisions of this section are severable. If any provision of this section or its application to 

any person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this 
section which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application. (Ord. No. T-241, 10-21-91; Ord. No. 
T-293, 8-9-93; Ord. No. T-295, 9-7-93: Rev. Ords. 1995, § 20-20-18A; Ord. No. X-59, 10-7-03; Ord. No. X-175, 05- 
26-05; Ord. No. Z-55, 11-06-09; Ord. No. Z-57, 11-16-09: Rev. Ords. 2007; Ord. A-42, 06-16-14) 

 
 

#149-24





From: anthony ishak
To: Susan Albright
Cc: Silbaugh, Katharine; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb; Jaclyn Norton
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 1:00:27 PM

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Yes I will send a letter of support.

On Jun 18, 2024, at 12:19 PM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

Attached is the agenda for the meeting. The Zoom link is in the top 
paragraph.  If you want to send a letter to the Committee you can send it to
the Chair
Josh Krintzman.  You can send it by email via the clerk for that Committee -
Jaclyn Norton.  I've cc'd her on this email so she will know a letter might be
coming

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 4:56 PM
To: anthony ishak <
Cc: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring us to 7 communities.

Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak
<  wrote:



 No update, we continue to add communities that are starting the
process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes effect by
January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come back to
committee again yet.  the problem is that I chair a
different committee that meets at the same time.  We
will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that wants to talk
about the issue.  Do you have any new approvals to
report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure
the content is safe. ]

Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update over the
past few weeks. As an update from my side: we met with
Chelsea‘s Board of Health today and they are interested
in implementing this idea. Winchester, Malden,
Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose have already
approved it to take effect January 1, 2025. Reading has
their hearing for a vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony



On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM, Susan
Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

And I thank you for taking the time to join
us!    Digitial Letters should be addressed
to the Chair of the Programs and Services
Committee - Councilor Josh Krintzman.     
If  they use this  email address it will go to
the whole Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov.   The docket
number is 149-24.   Snail mail letters can
also be sent to Josh -  via Council Clerk of
the Programs and Services Committee
Jaclyn norton.  The address of city hall is
1000 Commonwealth Ave.  Newton
02459;

I'm probably not the best spokesman for
the  docket item as I don't have the facts
and figures at my fingertips - but
hopefully common sense will prevail.   We
have already heard from several
convenience store owners and operators
as well as the statewide lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the comments of Alan
Lobovitz  - while he is a new councilor
only elected since January - he is a retired
pediatrician.   He came down on the right
side of the issue but why on earth did he
need to ask questions like - how bad can
it be to smoke only a few cigarettes  - you
would think a pediatrician would know
the facts why we need to keep young'uns
away from smoking in the first place.

I'll tell our attorney to share his draft with
you all - and if you could review it i'd



appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak
<
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh <
Cc: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan
Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless
you are sure the content is safe. ]

Thanks for the opportunity to attend your meeting
and I'm optimistic about Newton joining the NFG
movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters of support? I
have colleagues and friends who live in Newton--
with children--who would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 10:13:39 PM EDT,
Kate Silbaugh <  wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow
before 10:30, or 11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m at

 I’m happy to talk about what the
landscape looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic case
for the policy, it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-can-
fuel-spread-of-brookline-tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow phaseout
that gives them years to adapt.



Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony ishak
<  wrote:

Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind CCed
here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone conversation
from today  I have copied Kate Silbaugh who
was a primary petitioner with me and Mark
Gottlieb from PHAI who provided legal support
and a lot of policy knowledge for our bylaw
proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting tomorrow
evening in support of this bylaw proposal. In
addition to our conversation, I’ve included some
information below that might be helpful for
background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the
Town of Brookline and was a co-
primary petitioner in 2020 for a by-law
to phase out tobacco sales by freezing
the age of purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This essentially
prevents new people from getting
addicted without taking away the rights
of those already of age and minimizing
impact to retailers (many of which are
owned by non-white people) since it
slowly phases it out allowing them to
adjust their business models over
years. This might be more politically
tolerable as compared to an outright
ban (though from a health perspective
the latter would probably be preferred).
The concept is known as the Tobacco
Free Generation policy and was
originally proposed in Singapore (more
info: The tobacco-free generation proposal),
but we were the first
municipality/country/state to implement
it. PHAI at Northeastern provided pro
bono legal support for the Town and
the State Judicial Court upheld it last
month 9-0 (Massachusetts Supreme Judicial
Court Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law)
essentially opening the gate for other
towns to implement this policy. Since
the SJC decision Stoneham and
Wakefield have implemented it using



1/1/2004 as their date and Melrose is
deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is
on the radar across the country with Mass
leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-
tobacco-free-generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM,
Wendy Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov>
wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,

 

I just received a call from Newton
City Council member, Susan
Albright. She wanted to speak
with someone about “strategies”
used to get the warrant article
passed [at Town Meeting]. She
has a  City Counsel meeting
tomorrow night; she just found out
it is on the agenda.

 

I thought she would be best
served by speaking with you as
the co-petitioners of the article. I
didn’t want to give out your
contact info without your
approval, so here is hers:

 

Susan Albright

City counselor

617-312-7093

 

Best regards,

 



Wendy Machmuller

Brookline Department of Public
Health & Human Services

11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA
02445

617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-
2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record
and therefore cannot be kept confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that
most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 
<062024 Programs Services .pdf>



From: Susan Albright
To: anthony ishak
Cc: Silbaugh, Katharine; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb; Jaclyn Norton
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Thursday, January 9, 2025 8:46:32 AM

Thanks to all of you for your help. Next step full council vote. I’ll start calling people we only
need a majority ie 13 votes. hope to do better than that. you guys were great.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 1:00:06 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>; Katharine Silbaugh <  Mark
Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn Norton <jnorton@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
Yes I will send a letter of support.

On Jun 18, 2024, at 12:19 PM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

Attached is the agenda for the meeting. The Zoom link is in the top 
paragraph.  If you want to send a letter to the Committee you can send it to
the Chair
Josh Krintzman.  You can send it by email via the clerk for that Committee -
Jaclyn Norton.  I've cc'd her on this email so she will know a letter might be
coming

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 4:56 PM
To: anthony ishak <
Cc: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring us to 7 communities.



Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak
<  wrote:

 No update, we continue to add communities that are starting the
process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes effect by
January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come back to
committee again yet.  the problem is that I chair a
different committee that meets at the same time.  We
will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that wants to talk
about the issue.  Do you have any new approvals to
report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure
the content is safe. ]
Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update over the
past few weeks. As an update from my side: we met with
Chelsea‘s Board of Health today and they are interested



in implementing this idea. Winchester, Malden,
Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose have already
approved it to take effect January 1, 2025. Reading has
their hearing for a vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM, Susan
Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

And I thank you for taking the time to join
us!    Digitial Letters should be addressed
to the Chair of the Programs and Services
Committee - Councilor Josh Krintzman.     
If  they use this  email address it will go to
the whole Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov.   The docket
number is 149-24.   Snail mail letters can
also be sent to Josh -  via Council Clerk of
the Programs and Services Committee
Jaclyn norton.  The address of city hall is
1000 Commonwealth Ave.  Newton
02459;

I'm probably not the best spokesman for
the  docket item as I don't have the facts
and figures at my fingertips - but
hopefully common sense will prevail.   We
have already heard from several
convenience store owners and operators
as well as the statewide lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the comments of Alan
Lobovitz  - while he is a new councilor
only elected since January - he is a retired
pediatrician.   He came down on the right
side of the issue but why on earth did he
need to ask questions like - how bad can
it be to smoke only a few cigarettes  - you



would think a pediatrician would know
the facts why we need to keep young'uns
away from smoking in the first place.

I'll tell our attorney to share his draft with
you all - and if you could review it i'd
appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak
<
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh <
Cc: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan
Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless
you are sure the content is safe. ]
Thanks for the opportunity to attend your meeting
and I'm optimistic about Newton joining the NFG
movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters of support? I
have colleagues and friends who live in Newton--
with children--who would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 10:13:39 PM EDT,
Kate Silbaugh <  wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow
before 10:30, or 11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00.
I’m at  I’m happy to talk
about what the landscape looked like here.



I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic
case for the policy, it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-
can-fuel-spread-of-brookline-tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow
phaseout that gives them years to adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM anthony
ishak <  wrote:

Thanks for the introduction, Wendy (blind
CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our phone
conversation from today  I have copied
Kate Silbaugh who was a primary
petitioner with me and Mark Gottlieb from
PHAI who provided legal support and a
lot of policy knowledge for our bylaw
proposal.
I’m happy to attend your meeting
tomorrow evening in support of this bylaw
proposal. In addition to our conversation,
I’ve included some information below that
might be helpful for background.

I am a Town Meeting Member in the
Town of Brookline and was a co-primary
petitioner in 2020 for a by-law to phase
out tobacco sales by freezing the age of
purchase to anyone born before 1/1/2000.
This essentially prevents new people from
getting addicted without taking away the
rights of those already of age and
minimizing impact to retailers (many of
which are owned by non-white people)
since it slowly phases it out allowing them
to adjust their business models over years.
This might be more politically tolerable as
compared to an outright ban (though from
a health perspective the latter would
probably be preferred). The concept is
known as the Tobacco Free Generation
policy and was originally proposed in
Singapore (more info: The tobacco-free
generation proposal), but we were the first
municipality/country/state to implement it.
PHAI at Northeastern provided pro bono
legal support for the Town and the State



Judicial Court upheld it last month 9-0
(Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court
Upholds Tobacco-Free Generation Law)
essentially opening the gate for other
towns to implement this policy. Since the
SJC decision Stoneham and Wakefield
have implemented it using 1/1/2004 as
their date and Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in 2021 so it is
on the radar across the country with Mass
leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-
tobacco-free-generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024, at 1:42 PM,
Wendy Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov>
wrote:

Hi Kate and Anthony,
 
I just received a call from
Newton City Council
member, Susan Albright. She
wanted to speak with
someone about “strategies”
used to get the warrant article
passed [at Town Meeting].
She has a  City Counsel
meeting tomorrow night; she
just found out it is on the
agenda.
 
I thought she would be best
served by speaking with you
as the co-petitioners of the
article. I didn’t want to give
out your contact info without
your approval, so here is hers:
 
Susan Albright
City counselor
617-312-7093

 



Best regards,

 
Wendy Machmuller
Brookline Department of Public
Health & Human Services
11 Pierce St., Brookline, MA 02445
617-730-2307, FAX 617-730-2296
wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov
 

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record
and therefore cannot be kept confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that
most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential.
<062024 Programs Services .pdf>



From: Silbaugh, Katharine
To: Susan Albright
Cc: anthony ishak; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb; Jaclyn Norton
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Thursday, January 9, 2025 9:23:02 AM

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

It was great to see how much thinking councilors had done already coming in. Thank you!
Will there be public comment at the full council vote? Thanks—Kate 
Sent from a handheld device

On Jan 9, 2025, at 8:46 AM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks to all of you for your help. Next step full council vote. I’ll start calling
people we only need a majority ie 13 votes. hope to do better than that. you guys
were great.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 1:00:06 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn Norton
<jnorton@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Yes I will send a letter of support.

On Jun 18, 2024, at 12:19 PM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Attached is the agenda for the meeting. The Zoom link is in the
top  paragraph.  If you want to send a letter to the Committee you
can send it to the Chair
Josh Krintzman.  You can send it by email via the clerk for that
Committee - Jaclyn Norton.  I've cc'd her on this email so she will



know a letter might be coming

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 4:56 PM
To: anthony ishak <
Cc: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is
safe. ]

Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring us to 7
communities.

Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak
<  wrote:

 No update, we continue to add communities that are
starting the process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes
effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan
Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come
back to committee again yet.  the
problem is that I chair a different
committee that meets at the same time. 
We will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that



wants to talk about the issue.  Do you
have any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak
<
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless
you are sure the content is safe. ]

Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update
over the past few weeks. As an update from
my side: we met with Chelsea‘s Board of
Health today and they are interested in
implementing this idea. Winchester,
Malden, Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose
have already approved it to take effect
January 1, 2025. Reading has their hearing
for a vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM,
Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

And I thank you for taking the
time to join us!    Digitial
Letters should be addressed
to the Chair of the Programs
and Services Committee -
Councilor Josh Krintzman.     
If  they use this  email address



it will go to the whole
Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov. 
 The docket number is 149-
24.   Snail mail letters can
also be sent to Josh -  via
Council Clerk of the Programs
and Services Committee
Jaclyn norton.  The address of
city hall is 1000
Commonwealth Ave.  Newton
02459;

I'm probably not the best
spokesman for the  docket
item as I don't have the facts
and figures at my fingertips -
but hopefully common sense
will prevail.   We have already
heard from several
convenience store owners
and operators as well as the
statewide lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the
comments of Alan Lobovitz  -
while he is a new councilor
only elected since January -
he is a retired pediatrician. 
 He came down on the right
side of the issue but why on
earth did he need to ask
questions like - how bad can
it be to smoke only a few
cigarettes  - you would think a
pediatrician would know the
facts why we need to keep
young'uns away from smoking
in the first place.



I'll tell our attorney to share
his draft with you all - and if
you could review it i'd
appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City
Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak
<
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024
10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh
<
Cc: mark@phai.org
<mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN
 links/attachments unless you
are sure the content is safe. ]

Thanks for the opportunity to attend
your meeting and I'm optimistic
about Newton joining the NFG
movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters
of support? I have colleagues and
friends who live in Newton--with
children--who would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at
10:13:39 PM EDT, Kate Silbaugh
<  wrote:



Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can
talk tomorrow before 10:30, or
11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m
at  I’m happy to
talk about what the landscape
looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays
out the basic case for the policy,
it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-
can-fuel-spread-of-brookline-
tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a
slow phaseout that gives them
years to adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM
anthony ishak
<
wrote:

Thanks for the introduction,
Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our
phone conversation from
today  I have copied Kate
Silbaugh who was a primary
petitioner with me and Mark
Gottlieb from PHAI who
provided legal support and a
lot of policy knowledge for
our bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your
meeting tomorrow evening in
support of this bylaw
proposal. In addition to our
conversation, I’ve included
some information below that
might be helpful for
background.

I am a Town Meeting
Member in the Town of
Brookline and was a co-



primary petitioner in 2020 for
a by-law to phase out tobacco
sales by freezing the age of
purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This
essentially prevents new
people from getting addicted
without taking away the rights
of those already of age and
minimizing impact to retailers
(many of which are owned by
non-white people) since it
slowly phases it out allowing
them to adjust their business
models over years. This might
be more politically tolerable
as compared to an outright
ban (though from a health
perspective the latter would
probably be preferred). The
concept is known as the
Tobacco Free Generation
policy and was originally
proposed in Singapore (more
info: The tobacco-free
generation proposal), but we
were the first
municipality/country/state to
implement it. PHAI at
Northeastern provided pro
bono legal support for the
Town and the State Judicial
Court upheld it last month 9-0
(Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court Upholds
Tobacco-Free Generation
Law) essentially opening the
gate for other towns to
implement this policy. Since
the SJC decision Stoneham
and Wakefield have
implemented it using
1/1/2004 as their date and
Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in
2021 so it is on the radar across
the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-
tobacco-free-generation-law/



On Apr 9, 2024,
at 1:42 PM,
Wendy
Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov>
wrote:

Hi Kate and
Anthony,

 

I just received a
call from Newton
City Council
member, Susan
Albright. She
wanted to speak
with someone
about “strategies”
used to get the
warrant article
passed [at Town
Meeting]. She
has a  City
Counsel meeting
tomorrow night;
she just found out
it is on the
agenda.

 

I thought she
would be best
served by
speaking with
you as the co-
petitioners of the
article. I didn’t
want to give out
your contact info
without your
approval, so here
is hers:



 

Susan Albright

City counselor

617-312-7093

 

Best regards,

 

Wendy Machmuller

Brookline
Department of Public
Health & Human
Services

11 Pierce St.,
Brookline, MA
02445

617-730-2307, FAX
617-730-2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 

When responding, please be
aware that the Massachusetts
Secretary of State has
determined that most email is
public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record
and therefore cannot be kept confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential.
<062024 Programs Services .pdf>



When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 



From: Susan Albright
To: Silbaugh, Katharine
Cc: anthony ishak; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb; Jaclyn Norton
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Thursday, January 9, 2025 9:37:31 AM

The public comment part is over. Whoever you got to talk to alan lobovits did a great job. I
walked out with Steven (who spoke vehemently against the change) and david micley. They
thought they had alan and were surprised at his vote 

I will not be surprised if this is put on 2nd call and discussed once again in full council. You
both spoke so well I’ll try to emulate that at the next meeting. 

Sorry you had to listen to such a long meeting. I’m so glad I’m not on that committee. My
“friend” Janet sterman took the opportunity to take another shot at me. Nice that the two
opponents to the docket item came to my rescue. 

Is anyone talking to Watertown and Waltham?  I know some councilors in Watertown. I could
reach out if no one else has. 

Thanks again for your help. Btw  the full council meeting is Jan 21. I’ll be calling my
colleagues to make sure we have a good majority. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, January 9, 2025 9:22:52 AM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: anthony ishak <  Katharine Silbaugh <  Mark
Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn Norton <jnorton@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

It was great to see how much thinking councilors had done already coming in. Thank you!
Will there be public comment at the full council vote? Thanks—Kate 
Sent from a handheld device

On Jan 9, 2025, at 8:46 AM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks to all of you for your help. Next step full council vote. I’ll start calling
people we only need a majority ie 13 votes. hope to do better than that. you guys
were great.

Get Outlook for iOS



From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 1:00:06 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn Norton
<jnorton@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Yes I will send a letter of support.

On Jun 18, 2024, at 12:19 PM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Attached is the agenda for the meeting. The Zoom link is in the
top  paragraph.  If you want to send a letter to the Committee you
can send it to the Chair
Josh Krintzman.  You can send it by email via the clerk for that
Committee - Jaclyn Norton.  I've cc'd her on this email so she will
know a letter might be coming

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 4:56 PM
To: anthony ishak <
Cc: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is
safe. ]

Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring us to 7
communities.

Sent from a handheld device



On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak
<  wrote:

 No update, we continue to add communities that are
starting the process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes
effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan
Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come
back to committee again yet.  the
problem is that I chair a different
committee that meets at the same time. 
We will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that
wants to talk about the issue.  Do you
have any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak
<
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless
you are sure the content is safe. ]

Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update
over the past few weeks. As an update from
my side: we met with Chelsea‘s Board of



Health today and they are interested in
implementing this idea. Winchester,
Malden, Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose
have already approved it to take effect
January 1, 2025. Reading has their hearing
for a vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM,
Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

And I thank you for taking the
time to join us!    Digitial
Letters should be addressed
to the Chair of the Programs
and Services Committee -
Councilor Josh Krintzman.     
If  they use this  email address
it will go to the whole
Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov. 
 The docket number is 149-
24.   Snail mail letters can
also be sent to Josh -  via
Council Clerk of the Programs
and Services Committee
Jaclyn norton.  The address of
city hall is 1000
Commonwealth Ave.  Newton
02459;

I'm probably not the best
spokesman for the  docket
item as I don't have the facts
and figures at my fingertips -
but hopefully common sense
will prevail.   We have already



heard from several
convenience store owners
and operators as well as the
statewide lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the
comments of Alan Lobovitz  -
while he is a new councilor
only elected since January -
he is a retired pediatrician. 
 He came down on the right
side of the issue but why on
earth did he need to ask
questions like - how bad can
it be to smoke only a few
cigarettes  - you would think a
pediatrician would know the
facts why we need to keep
young'uns away from smoking
in the first place.

I'll tell our attorney to share
his draft with you all - and if
you could review it i'd
appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City
Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak
<
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024
10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh
<
Cc: mark@phai.org
<mark@phai.org>; Susan Albright



<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN
 links/attachments unless you
are sure the content is safe. ]

Thanks for the opportunity to attend
your meeting and I'm optimistic
about Newton joining the NFG
movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters
of support? I have colleagues and
friends who live in Newton--with
children--who would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at
10:13:39 PM EDT, Kate Silbaugh
<  wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can
talk tomorrow before 10:30, or
11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m
at  I’m happy to
talk about what the landscape
looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays
out the basic case for the policy,
it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-
can-fuel-spread-of-brookline-
tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a
slow phaseout that gives them
years to adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh 

On Tue, Apr 9, 2024 at 5:40 PM
anthony ishak



<
wrote:

Thanks for the introduction,
Wendy (blind CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-up to our
phone conversation from
today  I have copied Kate
Silbaugh who was a primary
petitioner with me and Mark
Gottlieb from PHAI who
provided legal support and a
lot of policy knowledge for
our bylaw proposal.
I’m happy to attend your
meeting tomorrow evening in
support of this bylaw
proposal. In addition to our
conversation, I’ve included
some information below that
might be helpful for
background.

I am a Town Meeting
Member in the Town of
Brookline and was a co-
primary petitioner in 2020 for
a by-law to phase out tobacco
sales by freezing the age of
purchase to anyone born
before 1/1/2000. This
essentially prevents new
people from getting addicted
without taking away the rights
of those already of age and
minimizing impact to retailers
(many of which are owned by
non-white people) since it
slowly phases it out allowing
them to adjust their business
models over years. This might
be more politically tolerable
as compared to an outright
ban (though from a health
perspective the latter would
probably be preferred). The
concept is known as the
Tobacco Free Generation
policy and was originally
proposed in Singapore (more
info: The tobacco-free



generation proposal), but we
were the first
municipality/country/state to
implement it. PHAI at
Northeastern provided pro
bono legal support for the
Town and the State Judicial
Court upheld it last month 9-0
(Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court Upholds
Tobacco-Free Generation
Law) essentially opening the
gate for other towns to
implement this policy. Since
the SJC decision Stoneham
and Wakefield have
implemented it using
1/1/2004 as their date and
Melrose is deliberating it.  

Time magazine interviewed us in
2021 so it is on the radar across
the country with Mass leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-
tobacco-free-generation-law/

On Apr 9, 2024,
at 1:42 PM,
Wendy
Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov>
wrote:

Hi Kate and
Anthony,

 

I just received a
call from Newton
City Council
member, Susan
Albright. She
wanted to speak
with someone
about “strategies”



used to get the
warrant article
passed [at Town
Meeting]. She
has a  City
Counsel meeting
tomorrow night;
she just found out
it is on the
agenda.

 

I thought she
would be best
served by
speaking with
you as the co-
petitioners of the
article. I didn’t
want to give out
your contact info
without your
approval, so here
is hers:

 

Susan Albright

City counselor

617-312-7093

 

Best regards,

 

Wendy Machmuller

Brookline
Department of Public
Health & Human
Services

11 Pierce St.,
Brookline, MA
02445



617-730-2307, FAX
617-730-2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 

When responding, please be
aware that the Massachusetts
Secretary of State has
determined that most email is
public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record
and therefore cannot be kept confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential.
<062024 Programs Services .pdf>

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 



From: anthony ishak
To: Susan Albright
Cc: Katharine Silbaugh; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb; Jaclyn Norton; Katharine Silbaugh
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Thursday, January 9, 2025 5:17:51 PM

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

We don’t have current discussions with the W towns, but our small group will discuss it at the
next meeting. I especially want to get to Wellesley next since that would complete Sen. Creem
district and allow us to get her support for the state bill. We can then update you.

I was surprised that there were zero retailers there. Will letters still be accepted?
How many votes would you guess you have at this time?
Anthony

On Jan 9, 2025, at 9:37 AM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

The public comment part is over. Whoever you got to talk to alan lobovits did a
great job. I walked out with Steven (who spoke vehemently against the change)
and david micley. They thought they had alan and were surprised at his vote 

I will not be surprised if this is put on 2nd call and discussed once again in full
council. You both spoke so well I’ll try to emulate that at the next meeting. 

Sorry you had to listen to such a long meeting. I’m so glad I’m not on that
committee. My “friend” Janet sterman took the opportunity to take another shot at
me. Nice that the two opponents to the docket item came to my rescue. 

Is anyone talking to Watertown and Waltham?  I know some councilors in
Watertown. I could reach out if no one else has. 

Thanks again for your help. Btw  the full council meeting is Jan 21. I’ll be calling
my colleagues to make sure we have a good majority. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, January 9, 2025 9:22:52 AM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: anthony ishak <  Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn Norton
<jnorton@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 



[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

It was great to see how much thinking councilors had done already coming in.
Thank you! Will there be public comment at the full council vote? Thanks—Kate 
Sent from a handheld device

On Jan 9, 2025, at 8:46 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks to all of you for your help. Next step full council vote. I’ll
start calling people we only need a majority ie 13 votes. hope to do
better than that. you guys were great.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 1:00:06 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn
Norton <jnorton@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is
safe. ]

Yes I will send a letter of support.

On Jun 18, 2024, at 12:19 PM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Attached is the agenda for the meeting. The Zoom
link is in the top  paragraph.  If you want to send a
letter to the Committee you can send it to the Chair
Josh Krintzman.  You can send it by email via the clerk
for that Committee - Jaclyn Norton.  I've cc'd her on
this email so she will know a letter might be coming

Susan Albright, Newton City Council



Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 4:56 PM
To: anthony ishak <
Cc: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine
Silbaugh <  Mark Gottlieb
<mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure
the content is safe. ]

Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring
us to 7 communities.

Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak
<  wrote:

 No update, we continue to add communities
that are starting the process.
Please let us know what we can do to help
so it takes effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM,
Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It
hasn't come back to
committee again yet.  the
problem is that I chair a
different committee that
meets at the same time.  We
will probably get back to it in
the fall.



I'm on a local radio show
tonight that wants to talk
about the issue.  Do you have
any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City
Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak
<
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14
PM
To: Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN
 links/attachments unless you
are sure the content is safe. ]

Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there
is an update over the past few
weeks. As an update from my
side: we met with Chelsea‘s
Board of Health today and they
are interested in implementing
this idea. Winchester, Malden,
Stoneham, Wakefield, and
Melrose have already approved
it to take effect January 1, 2025.
Reading has their hearing for a
vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at
8:23 AM, Susan
Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:



And I thank you for
taking the time to
join us!    Digitial
Letters should be
addressed to the
Chair of the
Programs and
Services
Committee -
Councilor Josh
Krintzman.      If 
they use this 
email address it
will go to the
whole Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov. 
 The docket
number is 149-
24.   Snail mail
letters can also be
sent to Josh -  via
Council Clerk of
the Programs and
Services
Committee Jaclyn
norton.  The
address of city
hall is 1000
Commonwealth
Ave.  Newton
02459;

I'm probably not
the best
spokesman for
the  docket item
as I don't have the



facts and figures
at my fingertips -
but hopefully
common sense
will prevail.   We
have already
heard from
several
convenience store
owners and
operators as well
as the statewide
lobbying group.  

I was shocked by
the comments of
Alan Lobovitz  -
while he is a new
councilor only
elected since
January - he is a
retired
pediatrician.   He
came down on the
right side of the
issue but why on
earth did he need
to ask questions
like - how bad can
it be to smoke
only a few
cigarettes  - you
would think a
pediatrician
would know the
facts why we need
to keep young'uns
away from
smoking in the



first place.

I'll tell our
attorney to share
his draft with you
all - and if you
could review it i'd
appreciate that.

Thanks again for
all your help
Susan

Susan Albright,
Newton City
Council
Councilor-at-Large,
Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak
<
Sent: Wednesday,
April 10, 2024 10:09
PM
To: Kate Silbaugh
<
Cc: mark@phai.org
<mark@phai.org>;
Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re:
Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN
 links/attachments
unless you are sure
the content is
safe. ]

Thanks for the
opportunity to attend
your meeting and I'm
optimistic about



Newton joining the
NFG movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can
support you?
2. Where can people
send in letters of
support? I have
colleagues and
friends who live in
Newton--with
children--who would
be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9,
2024 at 10:13:39 PM
EDT, Kate Silbaugh
<
wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for
reaching out. I can
talk tomorrow
before 10:30, or
11:15-1:00, and
2:00-6:00. I’m at

 I’m
happy to talk about
what the landscape
looked like here.

I wrote a short op
ed that lays out the
basic case for the
policy, it’s here if
helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-
can-fuel-spread-of-
brookline-tobacco-
law/

It upsets retailers
but it is truly a slow
phaseout that gives
them years to
adapt.



Best, Kate Silbaugh

On Tue, Apr 9,
2024 at 5:40 PM
anthony ishak
<
wrote:

Thanks for the
introduction,
Wendy (blind
CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-
up to our phone
conversation
from today  I
have copied Kate
Silbaugh who
was a primary
petitioner with
me and Mark
Gottlieb from
PHAI who
provided legal
support and a lot
of policy
knowledge for
our bylaw
proposal.
I’m happy to
attend your
meeting
tomorrow
evening in
support of this
bylaw proposal.
In addition to our
conversation,
I’ve included
some information
below that might
be helpful for
background.

I am a Town
Meeting Member
in the Town of
Brookline and
was a co-primary
petitioner in 2020



for a by-law to
phase out tobacco
sales by freezing
the age of
purchase to
anyone born
before 1/1/2000.
This essentially
prevents new
people from
getting addicted
without taking
away the rights
of those already
of age and
minimizing
impact to
retailers (many of
which are owned
by non-white
people) since it
slowly phases it
out allowing
them to adjust
their business
models over
years. This might
be more
politically
tolerable as
compared to an
outright ban
(though from a
health
perspective the
latter would
probably be
preferred). The
concept is known
as the Tobacco
Free Generation
policy and was
originally
proposed in
Singapore (more
info: The
tobacco-free
generation
proposal), but we
were the first



municipality/country/state
to implement it.
PHAI at
Northeastern
provided pro
bono legal
support for the
Town and the
State Judicial
Court upheld it
last month 9-0
(Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial
Court Upholds
Tobacco-Free
Generation Law)
essentially
opening the gate
for other towns to
implement this
policy. Since the
SJC decision
Stoneham and
Wakefield have
implemented it
using 1/1/2004 as
their date and
Melrose is
deliberating it.  

Time magazine
interviewed us in
2021 so it is on the
radar across the
country with Mass
leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-
tobacco-free-
generation-law/

On
Apr
9,
2024,
at
1:42 PM,
Wendy
Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov>



wrote:

Hi
Kate
and
Anthony,

 

I just
received
a call
from
Newton
City
Council
member,
Susan
Albright.
She
wanted
to
speak
with
someone
about
“strategies”
used
to
get
the
warrant
article
passed
[at
Town
Meeting].
She
has
a 
City
Counsel
meeting
tomorrow
night;
she
just
found



out it
is on
the
agenda.

 

I
thought
she
would
be
best
served
by
speaking
with
you
as
the
co-
petitioners
of
the
article.
I
didn’t
want
to
give
out
your
contact
info
without
your
approval,
so
here
is
hers:

 

Susan
Albright

City
counselor

617-



312-
7093

 

Best
regards,

 

Wendy
Machmuller

Brookline
Department
of
Public
Health
&
Human
Services

11
Pierce
St.,
Brookline,
MA
02445

617-
730-
2307,
FAX
617-
730-
2296

wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov

 

When responding,
please be aware
that the
Massachusetts
Secretary of State
has determined that
most email is
public record and
therefore cannot be
kept confidential.



When responding, please be
aware that the Massachusetts
Secretary of State has
determined that most email is
public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that
most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential.
<062024 Programs Services .pdf>

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 



From: Susan Albright
To: anthony ishak
Cc: Katharine Silbaugh; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb; Katharine Silbaugh
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Thursday, January 9, 2025 8:42:18 PM

i would guess that we have the votes we need.  I checked today and no one has put this
on second call - but I can't count on this - it could happen in the last minute.  My hope is
that because this was a cross-over vote   - it will pass.  What do I mean?  there are two
groups on the council - the pro-housing typically liberal group and the anti-housing
typically conservative group.  Of the 5 yes votes 2 were from the conservatives and 3
were from the liberals. This  is a good sign.  be that as it may I'll call my liberal group and I
think they will all vote yes.  I think I can get 17 yeses (we need 13).

Ward 1
John
Alison
Maria
Ward 2 
me 
tarik
Ward 3
andrea
julia
Pam
Ward 4
josh
Ward 5
andreae
Bill
Ward 6
vicki
Martha
alan
Ward 7
becky
Ward 8
rick
david



Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Thursday, January 9, 2025 5:17 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: Katharine Silbaugh <silbaugh@bu.edu>; Katharine Silbaugh <  Mark
Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn Norton <jnorton@newtonma.gov>; Katharine Silbaugh
<silbaugh@bu.edu>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
We don’t have current discussions with the W towns, but our small group will discuss it at the
next meeting. I especially want to get to Wellesley next since that would complete Sen. Creem
district and allow us to get her support for the state bill. We can then update you.

I was surprised that there were zero retailers there. Will letters still be accepted?
How many votes would you guess you have at this time?
Anthony

On Jan 9, 2025, at 9:37 AM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

The public comment part is over. Whoever you got to talk to alan lobovits did a
great job. I walked out with Steven (who spoke vehemently against the change)
and david micley. They thought they had alan and were surprised at his vote 

I will not be surprised if this is put on 2nd call and discussed once again in full
council. You both spoke so well I’ll try to emulate that at the next meeting. 

Sorry you had to listen to such a long meeting. I’m so glad I’m not on that
committee. My “friend” Janet sterman took the opportunity to take another shot at
me. Nice that the two opponents to the docket item came to my rescue. 

Is anyone talking to Watertown and Waltham?  I know some councilors in
Watertown. I could reach out if no one else has. 

Thanks again for your help. Btw  the full council meeting is Jan 21. I’ll be calling
my colleagues to make sure we have a good majority. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, January 9, 2025 9:22:52 AM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: anthony ishak <  Katharine Silbaugh



<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn Norton
<jnorton@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
It was great to see how much thinking councilors had done already coming in.
Thank you! Will there be public comment at the full council vote? Thanks—Kate 
Sent from a handheld device

On Jan 9, 2025, at 8:46 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks to all of you for your help. Next step full council vote. I’ll
start calling people we only need a majority ie 13 votes. hope to do
better than that. you guys were great.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 1:00:06 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Cc: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>; Jaclyn
Norton <jnorton@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is
safe. ]
Yes I will send a letter of support.

On Jun 18, 2024, at 12:19 PM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Attached is the agenda for the meeting. The Zoom
link is in the top  paragraph.  If you want to send a
letter to the Committee you can send it to the Chair
Josh Krintzman.  You can send it by email via the clerk
for that Committee - Jaclyn Norton.  I've cc'd her on
this email so she will know a letter might be coming



Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 4:56 PM
To: anthony ishak <
Cc: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine
Silbaugh <  Mark Gottlieb
<mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure
the content is safe. ]
Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring
us to 7 communities.

Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak
<  wrote:

 No update, we continue to add communities
that are starting the process.
Please let us know what we can do to help
so it takes effect by January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM,
Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It
hasn't come back to
committee again yet.  the
problem is that I chair a
different committee that
meets at the same time.  We
will probably get back to it in
the fall.



I'm on a local radio show
tonight that wants to talk
about the issue.  Do you have
any new approvals to report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City
Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak
<
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14
PM
To: Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN
 links/attachments unless you
are sure the content is safe. ]
Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there
is an update over the past few
weeks. As an update from my
side: we met with Chelsea‘s
Board of Health today and they
are interested in implementing
this idea. Winchester, Malden,
Stoneham, Wakefield, and
Melrose have already approved
it to take effect January 1, 2025.
Reading has their hearing for a
vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony

On Apr 11, 2024, at
8:23 AM, Susan
Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:



And I thank you for
taking the time to
join us!    Digitial
Letters should be
addressed to the
Chair of the
Programs and
Services
Committee -
Councilor Josh
Krintzman.      If 
they use this 
email address it
will go to the
whole Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov. 
 The docket
number is 149-
24.   Snail mail
letters can also be
sent to Josh -  via
Council Clerk of
the Programs and
Services
Committee Jaclyn
norton.  The
address of city
hall is 1000
Commonwealth
Ave.  Newton
02459;

I'm probably not
the best
spokesman for
the  docket item
as I don't have the
facts and figures
at my fingertips -



but hopefully
common sense
will prevail.   We
have already
heard from
several
convenience store
owners and
operators as well
as the statewide
lobbying group.  

I was shocked by
the comments of
Alan Lobovitz  -
while he is a new
councilor only
elected since
January - he is a
retired
pediatrician.   He
came down on the
right side of the
issue but why on
earth did he need
to ask questions
like - how bad can
it be to smoke
only a few
cigarettes  - you
would think a
pediatrician
would know the
facts why we need
to keep young'uns
away from
smoking in the
first place.



I'll tell our
attorney to share
his draft with you
all - and if you
could review it i'd
appreciate that.

Thanks again for
all your help
Susan

Susan Albright,
Newton City
Council
Councilor-at-Large,
Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak
<
Sent: Wednesday,
April 10, 2024 10:09
PM
To: Kate Silbaugh
<
Cc: mark@phai.org
<mark@phai.org>;
Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re:
Tobacco-free by-law
 
[DO NOT OPEN
 links/attachments
unless you are sure
the content is
safe. ]
Thanks for the
opportunity to attend
your meeting and I'm
optimistic about
Newton joining the
NFG movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can



support you?
2. Where can people
send in letters of
support? I have
colleagues and
friends who live in
Newton--with
children--who would
be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9,
2024 at 10:13:39 PM
EDT, Kate Silbaugh
<
wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for
reaching out. I can
talk tomorrow
before 10:30, or
11:15-1:00, and
2:00-6:00. I’m at

 I’m
happy to talk about
what the landscape
looked like here.

I wrote a short op
ed that lays out the
basic case for the
policy, it’s here if
helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-
can-fuel-spread-of-
brookline-tobacco-
law/

It upsets retailers
but it is truly a slow
phaseout that gives
them years to
adapt.

Best, Kate Silbaugh



On Tue, Apr 9,
2024 at 5:40 PM
anthony ishak
<
wrote:

Thanks for the
introduction,
Wendy (blind
CCed here.). 
Susan –In follow-
up to our phone
conversation
from today  I
have copied Kate
Silbaugh who
was a primary
petitioner with
me and Mark
Gottlieb from
PHAI who
provided legal
support and a lot
of policy
knowledge for
our bylaw
proposal.
I’m happy to
attend your
meeting
tomorrow
evening in
support of this
bylaw proposal.
In addition to our
conversation,
I’ve included
some information
below that might
be helpful for
background.

I am a Town
Meeting Member
in the Town of
Brookline and
was a co-primary
petitioner in 2020
for a by-law to
phase out tobacco
sales by freezing



the age of
purchase to
anyone born
before 1/1/2000.
This essentially
prevents new
people from
getting addicted
without taking
away the rights
of those already
of age and
minimizing
impact to
retailers (many of
which are owned
by non-white
people) since it
slowly phases it
out allowing
them to adjust
their business
models over
years. This might
be more
politically
tolerable as
compared to an
outright ban
(though from a
health
perspective the
latter would
probably be
preferred). The
concept is known
as the Tobacco
Free Generation
policy and was
originally
proposed in
Singapore (more
info: The
tobacco-free
generation
proposal), but we
were the first
municipality/country/state
to implement it.
PHAI at



Northeastern
provided pro
bono legal
support for the
Town and the
State Judicial
Court upheld it
last month 9-0
(Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial
Court Upholds
Tobacco-Free
Generation Law)
essentially
opening the gate
for other towns to
implement this
policy. Since the
SJC decision
Stoneham and
Wakefield have
implemented it
using 1/1/2004 as
their date and
Melrose is
deliberating it.  

Time magazine
interviewed us in
2021 so it is on the
radar across the
country with Mass
leading the
way:https://time.com/6126252/brookline-
tobacco-free-
generation-law/

On
Apr
9,
2024,
at
1:42 PM,
Wendy
Machmuller
<wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov>
wrote:



Hi
Kate
and
Anthony,
 
I just
received
a call
from
Newton
City
Council
member,
Susan
Albright.
She
wanted
to
speak
with
someone
about
“strategies”
used
to
get
the
warrant
article
passed
[at
Town
Meeting].
She
has
a 
City
Counsel
meeting
tomorrow
night;
she
just
found
out it
is on
the
agenda.
 



I
thought
she
would
be
best
served
by
speaking
with
you
as
the
co-
petitioners
of
the
article.
I
didn’t
want
to
give
out
your
contact
info
without
your
approval,
so
here
is
hers:
 
Susan
Albright
City
counselor
617-
312-
7093

 
Best
regards,

 
Wendy
Machmuller
Brookline



Department
of
Public
Health
&
Human
Services
11
Pierce
St.,
Brookline,
MA
02445
617-
730-
2307,
FAX
617-
730-
2296
wmachmuller@brooklinema.gov
 

When responding,
please be aware
that the
Massachusetts
Secretary of State
has determined that
most email is
public record and
therefore cannot be
kept confidential.

When responding, please be
aware that the Massachusetts
Secretary of State has
determined that most email is
public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential.

When responding, please be aware that the
Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that
most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential.
<062024 Programs Services .pdf>

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore



cannot be kept confidential. 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has
determined that most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept
confidential. 



From: anthony ishak
To: Susan Albright
Cc: Silbaugh, Katharine; Katharine Silbaugh; Mark Gottlieb; Jaclyn Norton
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
Date: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 1:00:27 PM

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Yes I will send a letter of support.

On Jun 18, 2024, at 12:19 PM, Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
wrote:

Attached is the agenda for the meeting. The Zoom link is in the top 
paragraph.  If you want to send a letter to the Committee you can send it to
the Chair
Josh Krintzman.  You can send it by email via the clerk for that Committee -
Jaclyn Norton.  I've cc'd her on this email so she will know a letter might be
coming

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Silbaugh, Katharine <silbaugh@bu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 4:56 PM
To: anthony ishak <
Cc: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>; Katharine Silbaugh
<  Mark Gottlieb <mark@phaionline.org>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Reading will vote tonight. With Brookline that will bring us to 7 communities.

Sent from a handheld device

On Jun 13, 2024, at 3:33 PM, anthony ishak
<  wrote:



 No update, we continue to add communities that are starting the
process.
Please let us know what we can do to help so it takes effect by
January!

On Jun 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM, Susan Albright
<salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

Thanks for checking in.   It hasn't come back to
committee again yet.  the problem is that I chair a
different committee that meets at the same time.  We
will probably get back to it in the fall.

I'm on a local radio show tonight that wants to talk
about the issue.  Do you have any new approvals to
report?

Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: anthony ishak <
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:14 PM
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure
the content is safe. ]

Hi Susan
I was checking in to see if there is an update over the
past few weeks. As an update from my side: we met with
Chelsea‘s Board of Health today and they are interested
in implementing this idea. Winchester, Malden,
Stoneham, Wakefield, and Melrose have already
approved it to take effect January 1, 2025. Reading has
their hearing for a vote next week.
Thanks
Anthony



On Apr 11, 2024, at 8:23 AM, Susan
Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> wrote:

And I thank you for taking the time to join
us!    Digitial Letters should be addressed
to the Chair of the Programs and Services
Committee - Councilor Josh Krintzman.     
If  they use this  email address it will go to
the whole Council: 
citycouncil@newtonma.gov.   The docket
number is 149-24.   Snail mail letters can
also be sent to Josh -  via Council Clerk of
the Programs and Services Committee
Jaclyn norton.  The address of city hall is
1000 Commonwealth Ave.  Newton
02459;

I'm probably not the best spokesman for
the  docket item as I don't have the facts
and figures at my fingertips - but
hopefully common sense will prevail.   We
have already heard from several
convenience store owners and operators
as well as the statewide lobbying group.  

I was shocked by the comments of Alan
Lobovitz  - while he is a new councilor
only elected since January - he is a retired
pediatrician.   He came down on the right
side of the issue but why on earth did he
need to ask questions like - how bad can
it be to smoke only a few cigarettes  - you
would think a pediatrician would know
the facts why we need to keep young'uns
away from smoking in the first place.

I'll tell our attorney to share his draft with
you all - and if you could review it i'd



appreciate that.

Thanks again for all your help
Susan

Susan Albright, Newton City Council
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2

From: Anthony Ishak
<
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 10:09 PM
To: Kate Silbaugh <
Cc: mark@phai.org <mark@phai.org>; Susan
Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov>
Subject: Re: Tobacco-free by-law
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless
you are sure the content is safe. ]

Thanks for the opportunity to attend your meeting
and I'm optimistic about Newton joining the NFG
movement!
Can you let us know:
1. How we can support you?
2. Where can people send in letters of support? I
have colleagues and friends who live in Newton--
with children--who would be supportive.

On Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 10:13:39 PM EDT,
Kate Silbaugh <  wrote:

Hi Susan—

Thanks for reaching out. I can talk tomorrow
before 10:30, or 11:15-1:00, and 2:00-6:00. I’m at

 I’m happy to talk about what the
landscape looked like here.

I wrote a short op ed that lays out the basic case
for the policy, it’s here if helpful: 
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/sjc-can-
fuel-spread-of-brookline-tobacco-law/

It upsets retailers but it is truly a slow phaseout
that gives them years to adapt.


